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AUTHOR'S NOTE

These studies in the book of Malachi were
delivered as addresses to the students at Mr,
Moody’s Bible School in Chicago, and then to
my own congregation.

They have also appeared in “ The Record of
Christian Work” in the United States, and in
“Out and Out™ in England.

They are now sent out in a more permanent
form, aiter careful revision, with the prayerthat
they may be used of God in calling His own
children into the place of power without which
form is nothing.

G. CAMPBELL MORGAN

New Court Chapel
Tollington Park, London, N.
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INTRODUCTORY

In order that we may approach the study of
this book Intelligently, 1t Is necessary that cer-
tain_ principies Of interpretation should be rec-
ognlz_ed and acceﬂted. T0 the statement and
consideration_of these J)rlnmples this introduc-
tory chapter is devoted.

Eead first in PauTs letters to the Romans,
Xv. 4. “For whatsoever things were, writfen
aforetime were_ written for olir learning, that
Ae througli patience and comfort of the”Scrip-
tures might have hope.” If we consider that
Verse in"lIts settlng we shall find that_Paul,
having. made a quotation from the Old Testa-
ment Scriptures, Interpolates upon the general
scheme of his argument, a declaration that the
inspired writing”of Scripture does not exhaust
itself in that particular age to which it Is ad-
dressed, That Is_one of the peculiar notes of
Inspiration. Insered writings differ from all
others, In that t e?/ are notproduced for one
age exclusively, but have perpetually a varying
application to"varying ages.
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The finest literature the world has produged

apart from the literature of the Bible, while it
will remain interesting for long years—even
though the conditions of the age to which it
appealed may have changed—will not have a
lIVing and practical application 1o any age save
that In which If was penned. The wrltmq_s of
Chaucer are of absorhing interest to English-
men to-da}/, because they reveal to us the age
In which they were produced, but they have
no vital messa?e to the men of to-day.
_In that particular, this whole Book of God
IS In entire contrast to all other wntln?s. All
Scripture “written aforetime ” had a Tocal ap-
P_hcan_on, and a distinctive message to the
Imes In Which it was written, but it was writ-
ten also “for our learning.

The apostle, in this verse, makes use of the
word “Scriptures "—"that we through pa-
tience and comfort of the Scriptures might have
hope.” This word occurs in the New Testa-
ment no less than fifty-one times; and, with
only one exception, I Used in reference to the
recognized Scrlﬁ)tures of the people of Isragl,
known to us as the Old Testament. It may be
well for us to turn to that one exception, be-
cause it will enable us to keep that fact In
mind. 2 Peter i1 16 “ As also in all_his epis-
tles, speaking inthem of these things; In which
are some things hard to be understood, which
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they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as
they do also the other Scriptures, unto their
OWN destructuf

t is probable that when Peter makes use of

Rh ase “other Scrlgtures he may e re-

ferr| g principally to New Testament writings

which™are begmnmg to be scattered. It is ot
an establisbeq fact.” Iie may have referred in
this case, as, In every other, to the Old Testa-
ment, but there 15 @ prohability that he Is
making reference fo New Testament wrltln?
—t0 those letters that are being distributed
the Church of Jesus Christ. ~ That is the onl
case.In the New Testament where it is at all
Possmle to read into the expression “ Scrip-
ures” that |nterpretat|on In every other
case the term refers to the rec%gnlzed Serip-
tures of the Jewish people; and” in that fact
we discover that the New Testament has put
|ts decided seal upon the Old. You cannot

say, “I take the New and notthe Old.” If
you accept the New, the Old is interwoven
into every hook that the New contains.

In thi§ connection 1 would suggBestapro
foundly interesting experiment to" Bible stu
dents, Which, whilg it is an experiment, Is nev-
erthefess rofltabe Take %/ ur New Testa-
ment, and’ for once read it through from a it-
erary standpoint, with the object of fmdmg
out "how many chapters theré are In whic
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there IS N0 guotatron from, and no aIIusron to,
Old, and see how much ou have [eft.
_ ere 'then 1S a Prrncrpre hat we must k eep
in memory—what was “written aforetime”
Was wrrtten not only with a direct bearrng
Pon the time, but ™for our learning.”
other words, when the. Holy SPrrrt of God
moved men of old to write, He not only moved
them to write with a view to the intérests of
the times In which they lived, but with a view
to all who should com after them.

Let us now turn to one of the most impor-
tant of the Old Testament Scriptures, Deuter-
onomy Vi. 1-4. “How these are the command-
ments; the statutes, and the judgments, Whrch
the Lord your God commanded to teach you,
that ye might do them in the land whith er%/
0 t0 posséss it: That thou mightest fear the

ord thy God, to keeﬂ all His statytes and His
commandments, which 1 command thee, thou
and thy o, and th sonsson aIthe daX of
thy life; and that thy ays mart; eproo
Hear therefore, Olsrae ando serve t0 ort'
that it may be weIIwrt 'thee, and thatye may
Increase mightily, as the Lord God of t
ers hath promised thee, in the land tha ﬂ
eth with 'milk and honey. Hear, O IsraeI
The Lord our God isone’Lord.” Among the
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things “written aforetime " is to be found thi
statément of a great prmmgle underlying all
life. The wholé economy of Diving Govern-
ment gathers round that verse: “Hear, O
Israel"the Lord our God is one Lord.”. That
was the special truth that vas committed to
the nation of lIsrael to preserve as a sacred
thing, amid the nations,of the earth. It isthe
central truth of all Divine Government and of
all human life: “ God is one.”
Mathematics is sPoken of as being an exact
Science. 1S 1t exact ? _| think not.~ Nothing
IS absolutely proved. That two and two make
four, no one can prove. It never has heen
Prove_d, and it Is quite impossible to prove it—
that IS, you cannot demonstrate the truth of

Euclid is exact surelgl; It is built | steﬁ by
step; you cannot do Book I1., until you have
done Book 1. Come hack to the early days of
school life, and every boy knows he cannot do
his “Pons Asinorum ™ without knowing the
first proposition. It mnst then be exact,” Let
us examine it. How. is it built up? Unless
you learn your definitions, and believe in them,
}/_ou cannot do Euclid.  AVhat are your defini-
lons? “A point Is position_witfiout magni-
tude.” Absolutely absurd ! Tou cannot have
position without magmt_ude. The instant you
admit position you admit magnitude. *Afine
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IS length without breadth.” Equally absurd !
You ¢annot have gne without the otfer.

.90 our exact things are built UP on Impossi-
bilities. and absurd positions. All mathemat-
Ical Science may be reduced to_a common fact.
What Is that “common fact? One! When
you have said “one” you have said “two,
and when you bave said’a “million ™ you bave
said “one.” You cannot get beyond “one.
One_is essential, two Is accidental. _

The Lord your God,Is one Lord,” God is
bebind everything the final certain One, You
cannot analyze, or divide, or exFIam Him, yet
He is the ‘one and only absolute. certairity.
He 15 One, aII-comE)rehendlng, indivisible.
When you Dave said that, you “bave said all.
When you bave omitted thiat, you_bave left
everythiing out, and babbled only in chaotic
conflsion.”. _

From tiiat truth | make a deduction. If
God is ong, then the principies and the pur-
poses of His government never vary.. Dispen-
sations and methods change; the will of God
never changes, never varies, never progresses
In that sense. What does progress “mean’
Failure! . What does advancement mean?
Past limitations | _You cannot progress unless
there bas been failure somewhere If | can
be better in five minutes toan I am now, | am
wrong now. Progress Is a confession of fail-
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ure. When this age boasts of its vaunted
pro%ress, It is_telling the story of the failure
of the past. _God néver makes”progress, never
advances. - Consequently He is not"always do-
Ing as we are, Ieglslatlnﬁ for man—framin
new laws because the ofd ones have failed.
The will of right, love, and tenderness, His
will is eternal.
. Dispensations come and go, dawn and van-
Ish: but God remains the Same, underneath,
with, and in each. Some peaple speak as
though God had not only altered His methods
but His mind. | agree’ that He has changed
His methods, but His mind, never! God did
not begin to love man when Jesus carne.
Jesus came to roll back the curtain and show
man the heart that A eternal, the love that
was always there. Christianity 15 not God's
alteration” of attityde toAvard man. It is not
that In the old. dispensation He was a police-
man, and In this a fath%r. He has ahvays
been a father, He never changes.
Dispensatjons and methods mark the change
of man,.and the necessary change in the way
the Divine liand is placed upon human lifé,
but behind everything—God !

God the same abiding,

His praise shall tune my voiee,
And while in Him conflding

I cannot but rejoice,
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. We must ?e_t our feet down upon this ab|fi-
ing rock. If 1s for this reason that the Old
Testament Scriptures are of value. The acci-
dents of hyman life perpetually change; the

essentials abide forever,

m

If we accept these principies we can now
move forward another step. . The prophetic
messages are preeminently suited, as It seems
to me, to the age in which we live, and there
IS a $ense In which the_?{ are of more value to-
da?/ than even the writings of the apostles.

do not undervalue thése apostollcvyntmgs,
but there are reasons wh¥ the prophetic utter-
ances come with greater orce, N

The apostolic writings are expositions of
God’s new application “of eternal truth in_a
new dispensation, With Jesus, the new dis-
Pensatlon dawned, a fresh light broke upon
he senses of man. New methods came into
operation. The Eternal God s, the, same
but fresh light from the essential light of
Deity broke orth, and the apostles under in-
spirdtion—inspiration which grew out of local
réquirements—wrote their definition of that
new light. . To s, their writings are the prisms
which™divide the essential light into its com-
ponent. garts_ and glories, And so | read the
apostolic writings, “and | have my theology.
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TheY are most valuable, we can never do with-
out them. . y

The prophetic writings are_not expositions
of truth In‘that sense at'all. They are almost
invariably addressed to _people”who know
truth as ‘enshrined In their own dispensation,
and they are messages to call these people to
be obedient thereto. o

In that sense the prophetic writings come
to us with a force that the apostolic Writings
do not possess, ¥ e know the. truth of God as
no other age has ever known it, and yet there
never was a time when men, knowing and liv-
Ing under its blessings, were less obedient o it
than now. So thei the “ Scriptures written
aforetime for our learning ™ demand our at-
tention, and will always repay solemn search-
Ing, and prayerful |nﬂuwy as 10 their deep and
InNer meaning.  Such afe the principies upon
which we base our stuay.

v

ISTowas to the times of the book of Malachi
and its author, 1t is almost universally ad-
mitted—indeed, one may say that it is $o far
admitted that there remaing’no doubt or ques-
tion apout it—that the book occupies its right
glac_e In the arrangement of the Old Testament

criptures, that Malachi himself was the last of
the Old Testament prophets.
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There can be little doubt further that the
messa e |s Cl ose assouate witlh the work of
Neherniah, and, if Malachi Is to be read intelli-
?ently Nehemiah should be read at the same

Ime.” . Malachi bears a Divine message to the
condition of things portra¥ed In the history of
Hehemiah.  The"proofs of this are largely and
mostly to be found in the books themselves.
Lef uS turn to only three caincidences.

. Nehemiah xiil, 29: “Remember them, O
my God, because they have defiled the priest-
hgod, and the covenant of the priesthood, and
of the LeV|tes Remem ering the. force of
these words, turn to the p ro(sahec%/o Malachi

8 “But ye are departed ouf of teway

ave caused many fo stumble at the law;

e ave corru ted tfie covenant of LeV| saith

he Lor of Tlosts,” . Nehemiah complains in
the cosmg years of his history that the priest-
hood has Carrupted the covenant; while Mala-
chi, in this second chapter, addresses himself
very largely to the priests, and the specific
charge that he brings against them is that
they“have corrupted the covenant of Levi. It
15 & peculiar expression which we shall con-
B'éjc?t Pt]soeﬁ closely when we come to study the
. li._In that same chapter of ISTehemiah (read-
ing from the twenty-third verse to the twenty-
seventh) you findthat Nehemiah complains
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that the peculiar people of God have entered
Into unholy alliance with idolaters in the way
of marriage, and follows that complaint by
separating’ those thus united. ~ Malachi speaks
of exactly the same condition of things in the
second chapter (verses ten to sixteen), the evil
of mixed marriages, and the awful neglect
which ends In the tears and sobs of the women
ahout the altars. of God, _
Il Again, in the last chapter of [STehemiah

and the tenth verse; “| perceived that the
Pornons of the Leyites had not peen given
hem: for the Levites and the singers,” that
did the work. were fled every one to s field.”
Malachi iii. 10 calls attention to this omission,
saying, “Bring ye all the tithes into the store-
house, that there may be meat in Mine house
and prove Me now herewith, saith the Lord of
Kosts, If | will not open you the Windows of
heaven.” These three notes establish the fact
that Malachi’s_ prophecy was uttered In the
days of Eehemiah’s inflience. 1 do not say in
thé da%f of [STenemiah. | know that it is dre-
markable thing, upon which comment has not
been wanting, that Malachi’s name does not
appear either In the book of Ezra or JSTenemia.
|t seems most probable that Malachi’s name Is
not mentioned because he follows immediatel

after Nehemiah. The people have fallen bac

Into the very abuses that Nehemiah set him-
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self to rectify, and Malachi is raised up, the
{ﬁetm of the prophets, to bear this message to
Nothing whatever is known of the nation-
ality or parentage of Malachi. The name
Itself 1s a mﬁmﬁcant one, and there have been
those who have read the name simply as a
tlt|? “ My messen%er Others say that
Malachi was an InCarnation of an angelic
messenger. | do not accept either of these
theorles | beheve the man’s_.name was Mala-
‘(uagmt Ives it as Malachius
an so most er Maach| is an abbreviated
form of Malachig. = It means “the messenger of
Jehovah but If, because it has that Pecuhar
meaning, we argue it Is merely a title, let it be
remembered, Joel means “the’ Lord Jehovah.”
But while that is so, it is noticeable that he
was exceedmgy carefu | to speak of himself
on&as “a bearer of the burden of the word
0d He says nothing of himself. You
cannot read thls prophe fyW|t out seeing how
he has excluded himself from it. You read
Amos, and right through, you_discover his
calling 1 the figures he’uses. The man lives
In it,"very beautifully, but in this case the
Lord’s messenger i absolutely hidden behind
the message he"comes to bring.”  There is noth-
ing from which we can gather his past history
or” trace anything conceming him. He s
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5|mpIY Malachi, the messenger, he comes to
bear the message, and tbe birden of tbe word
of the Lord 15750 uRon him, and so consumes
him, that we never hear a whisper of his own
Rersorlwfallty, or catch the faintest glimpse of

Imself. ~ -

The peculiar need of the age in which he
spoke and wrote was a distinct and direct
message, and it was that distinct and direct
message from God that he came to pronounce.
In that fact | find.one of the strongest arqu-
ments for the application of that message to
this age. We need more than anything else
to-day; that our preachers, should be messen-
?ers of God, that the people should be spoken
0, as out_of the divine oracles ; not that the
preacher is to be an oracle, for that Avould be
a return to the worst form of priestism, but
that he 1s.to be a messenger, and that even the
fact of his being a messenger is to be lost
sight of in the Bnormqus weight of the mes-
sage he comes to proclaim, ,

tanding upon' these rock foundations, we
come to the consideration of truths that are
fresh as the Spring; new, as God is new, and
not S|mpI%/ to delvé among parchments and
musty history.












THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE

-we .COME NOW to the consideration of the
condition of the. people at the time when
Malachi uttered his prophecy. =~ There IS a key-
word In the book revealing this condition, a
word these people used In relo_ly to every mes-
sage which ‘the prophet delivered to “them,
showing what their real attitude was. 1t IS
the word “Wherein.” Let us consider the
seven gccasions of its use —

hap. I, ver. 2—"1 have loved you,
salth the Lord. Yet ye say, Wherein
hast Thou loved us? _
Chap. 1., ver. 6—*A son honoreth his
father, and a servant his master: If then
| be a Father, where is Mine honor ? and
if | be a Master, where is My fear?
saith the Lord of Hosts unto “you, O
priests, that despise My name. . And e
Say, Wherein have \e despised Thy
ame ?”

(3) Chap. 1., ver. 7—"Ye offer polluted
bread upon Mine altar. And 'ye say,
Wherein have we polluted Theg”

21
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(4) Chap. ii., ver. 17—" Ye have weaned the
Lord with your words. Xe say,
\Wherein have_we Wearied

(5) Chap, 1., ver. 7—"Return unto M, and
| will return unto you, saith the Lord of
E?Str% But ye sdid, Wherein shall we

(6) ChaP ., ver. 8—*“Will a man rob God?
Yet ve have robbed Mg But E 59,
\Wherein have we ropbed Thee

(7) Chap. 1., ver. 13—"Your words have
been stout a amst Me saith the Lord.

|%/e say, ere|n have we spoken so
much against T

You notice in thls Iast mstance the author-
ized version gives the word “What,” which is
a peculiar accigent of translation. It Is the
same word In the Hebrew, and ought to have
(t:)gseenS translated “Wherein,” as in the other
Thus we have this word, “ Wherein,” put ny

the prophet nto the mouth of those people
seven distinct times, with reference to seven
distinct announcements, He comes o them
first of all with the declaration: | have
loved you, saith_the Lord.” and they say,
“ Wherein' hast Thou loved 57 Then
savs, “ Ye have despised the Lord,” and they
say, “ Wherein have we des sedHlm 7" And
then :*Ye have polluted My altar,” and they



The Spirit of the Age 29

say, “ Wherein have we polluted Thine altar ?”
And then: “Ye have wearied He,” and they
say, “ Wherein have we wearifed Thee ?* And
then: “Refurn to Me” and they say,
“Wherein shall we return?” And” then:
“Ye have robbed Me,” and they say, “ Wherein
have we robbed Thee?” And loFS“R/: Ye
have spoken against Me” and _they say,
“Wherein have We spoken against Thee ?”
This word shows s the Condition of these
People in a lurid Ilgnht. . The temple s rebuilt,
he altar is set up, the sacrifices are offered, the
feastf and fasts are alike observed, and to these
Peop e—with outward forra and ritual, perfect
0 the very last and minutest detail—the
prophecy comes, the Divine complaint is mace.
And théy look at the prophet with mingled
astonishment and incredulity, and they Say,
“Wherein? What do you mgan? You thare
us with having. despised God.and polluted His
altar, with having wearied Him, and with wan-
dering from and Tefusing to return to Him, and
accusé us of robbing and speaking against
Him; we don’t see that we have done’these
things, so why should we be subjected to these
accusations? ” You come and say we despise
God’s work. ook at our sacrifices and offer-
mgs! You tell us that we have polluted the
altar. We have brought our gifts ! You tell
Us that we have wearied Him> We don't see
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where or when! ¥e are not conscious of hay-
Ing done anything to dls;%Iease Him T You tell
Us to return. Ve dont see where we are to
return from; we don’t see where we are to re-
turn to!  You tell us we kave robbed God.
We want to, know when? You say we have
spoken against God. We don't Temember
having spdken against Him: when was it ?
What 15 _the” significance of this word
“Wherein 2 These people are not in open
rebellion against God, nor do they deny His
rigbt to offérings, but they are laboring dnder
the delusion, that because they bave Brought
offerings, the)( bave been true o Him all along.
Theirs™is not the language of a people throw-
ing off a yoke and 3aymg, *“We *Will not be
loyal,” but”of a geople established in the tem-
ple. 1t Is not the language of a people who
say, “Let us cease to SacrTfice, and worship;
and let us do as we please ”: but it is the lan-
quage of a people who say, “ We are sacrificing
and-worsbipping to please God,” and yet HE
says, by the mouth of His servant, “Ye have
wearied Me: ye bave robbed and spoken
against Me. _ _
. They have been most particular and strict
in outward observances, but their bearts bave
been far away from their ceremonials. The
bave heen boasting themselves in their knowl-
edge of truth, responding to that knowledge
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mechamcalIY tedmically; but their hearts
their lives, their characters, the inwardness of
their nafures, have beena perpetual conira-
dietion |n the ey e of Heaven, to the will of
od ; and, when t e Prophet tells them what
God thinks. of them hey, with astonishment
and impertinence, look mto his_face and say
e don’t see this at alll” To translate 1t
|nto the language of the Xew Testament—
“having the form of godliness, they deny the
power,” They have assed Into the fearful
condition of imaginin that what God asks for
I but the letter, and they are faﬂmqto under-
stang that the letter 1s"at best, but an awk-
ward representation of what God is demanc-
mq In the spirit
say “awkward,” simply because the letter
never ‘can copvey. all the ‘spiritual meanings.
When a man is willing to obey the letter with
spiritual intent, then God has more to say than
the letter can contain, These people have
come mmplY to bear a literal yoke. They are
the most orthodox people, and yet their whole
heart i outside the mater, and the facts of
their lives are hidden, alas! from themselves,
so subtle and awful 1 |n the |anuence of g]ettm
awav from direct and close dealino: wi
| say these facts are hidden from their own
eves. They are not consciqus of it, but God is
changed t0 their conception. The God of
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tlieir fathers is not their God. The God of
spiritual communion with His peoRIe,_who
walked and talked with the patriarchs, is not
their God. The god of Israel In the days of
Malachi, the god “whom they had Invented,
and were trY[ng to appease and worship, was
the god of trivialities, of mechanical observ-
ances, the god who asks for a temple with a
set nuraber of stones and corners, the altar of
such a shaﬂe, and so many sacrifices ana
rayers, without any reference to character.

fien the roPhet came to these people, he
carne_to a people who were feeling thoroughly
satisfied with their religious obsgrvances, and
were prepared to say, “ Wherein have we done
this, or failed to do that ?

Now let us go further to discover the reason
of their condition. ~ The second chapter begins
with these words: “And now, O ye erests,
this commandment s for you,” and the sey-
enth verse reads : “For the ereSfS “ES should
keeﬁ_ knowledge, and they should seek the law
at his mouth” for e Is:the messenger of the
Lord of Hosts.” That is the Divine concep-
tion of the priesthood. ~ The priest should not
only have the. knowledge, but should keep it,
that is, walk in it, be Obedient to it, be the
embodiment of the knowledge he holds, of
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which he is the d%}oosnar% for the time being,
The people “should seek the law at his mouth;”
for he is the messenger of the Lord of Hosts,
More, he 15 to tell tiem the will of God, and
that not simply as one who possesses it as a
wonderful theory, but as one who is kimself
living within the realm thereof.

That is the ideal. What thep has the
prophet to say to the priests ? (il 8): “Ye are
departed out” of the ‘way; ye have caused
many to stumble at the “law; ye have cor-
ruptéd the covenant of Levi, saith the Lord of
Hosts.” How all this teaches s, that at the
back of the declension of the peaple is the de-
clension and corruption of the priest; that the
%eople failed to have a right conception of

00, hecause the priest cedsed to give them
the true conception. The whole company of
the peogle have passed out of the high Spir-
itual realm of past history, because the priest
has tampered wﬂh—corruPted as the word Is
here—the very covenant of God. .

In reading” Hehemiah in connection with
Malachi, you' will have noticed something to
which | shall ask you to refer for a montent.
Hehemiah xiil. 28,729 “And one of the sons
of Joiada, the son of Eliashib, the hHh priest,
was son-in-law to Sanballat the Horonjte:
therefore | chased him from me. Remember

them, O my God, because they have defiled
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the priesthood, and the covenant of the priest-
hood and of the Levites.” There you have an
example, a historie statement of this verY
thing, the case of a priest marrying the daugli-
ter_of Sanballat the Horonite.

Read _the history of Xehemiah and see how
much Sanballat Wwas, or was not, In accord
with the purpose of God. ~ Sanballat was_ the
einbodiment of the spirit that was antagonistic
to.the Word and Spirit of God. Ong of the
g(nests of God has married his dayghter, and

ehemian says with that mannlf_lcent vene-
mence which” characterized all’ his splendid
work: “I chased him from me,” Why d

ou do it, Xehemiah? Why did you ‘chase

Im away? “Because he ‘had defiled the
priesthood, by defiling the covenant of the
priesthood and the Levites.” The same word
oceurs in Malachi; “Ye are deParted out of
the way; ye have caused many to stumble at
the law; ye have corrupted the covenant of
Levi, saitfi the Lord of Hosts.” The priesthood
instead of keeplnﬂ the Jaw, had “ départed out
of the wa)A.” The priests had announced the
law, they had read its articles, they had pro-
claimedit as_law, and then had Cebased it
themselves.  Corruption had come into the
covenant by the way of the priesthood.

What was the priesthood for? The only
reason for its existence was that there should

—_——

—
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be on the human side a_guarding of the ar-
H_cles of the covenant of GOd, and o man who
imself corrupts, tampers with, breaks the
covenant, can for a single moraent, b)( his
teachln?, uphold_ 1t; and “the_ trouble at the
back of the national declension was the de-
clension of the priesthood. The teachers of
the people, the n essen%ers of God, had them-
selves done despite to the law of God, by gro-
claiming it as fact, and denying it in thefr own

lives.. .
T?ns then was the slomt of the age. For-
malism, ritual, ceremonlal—everything so far
as mechanical, and outward observance—com-
plete. A Divine messenger came voicing the
comPIamt of God, and the people in astonish-
ment and anger, and with marked imperti-
nence, looked Into the very face of high heaven
and said, “¥e don’t se¢ this thing_at all—
Wherein?” And al| this because God’s ap-
pointed messengers have themselves, in life,
and work, and conversation corrupted the cov-
enant, and have Passed Jnto the region of
baser|1ess and contempt in the eyes of the
peaple.

There is, | fear, an awful sense in which

that picture is a picture of the age in which
we live. Never was there a day when organ-
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izations were more complete, and outward
and mechanical forms of Service more numer-
ous than they are now, but I am not going to
dwell merely"upon ritual. o

| have mdde reference to a verse with which
you are all familiar—2 Timotny ni. 1-4:
"This know also, that in the last days perilous
times shall come. For men shall be lovers of
their ownselves, covetous, boasters, Proud,
blaspbemers, disobedient to parents, unthank-
ful, unboly, "Without natural affection, truce-
breakers, “false accusers, incontinent, fierce,
despisers. of those that are ?ood. Traitors,
heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more
than“lovers of God,” . 1 ask you very solemnly
to read that description and apply it to the
age In which we live. . _

ake the next verse, five, for it is that to which
| wish to_come: Havmﬁ a fonn of godliness,
but denymgthe ower thereof.” Will you—
bearln? that verse in mind—turn to Paul’s
|etter fo the Komans (second chapter and the
twentieth verse), and very patiently follow the
thou%ht ? Youmust go back for amoment to the
seventeenth verse In Order to catch the meaning
of his words : “Thou, art called a Jew—an ir-
stryctor of the foolish, a teacher of habes,
which_ hast theform of knowledge and of the
truth in the law.” | have read that passage in
order that we may bring these two words
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o] together. In the twentieth verse of r]he second
chapter of Romans and in_the fiftn verse of
the thrrd chapter of second Trmothy you have
the same word “forrm.” These are the on Iy
two occasrons where that actual word occu
In the whole of the New Testament.
course Kou get the word “form” translated
rom other Words, but this word is |o‘oPAwaA
and it means * formation.” rather than ™ form
It refers to the possrbrlrtY of 3 process rather
than to_a thrnrl; accomplished.” When Paul
said to Timothy that | rn these last da S perrlous
times should come that men wou have the
form of 8odlrness and yet deny the ﬁower
he marked a danger more subtle than that of
ritualism. [t means that in the last days men
will actually come to possess the truth itself
which is the’ formative power of godliness, and
et will deny the power. ~A man may have
he verY formation of godliness, he may hola
the truth, he may be the most orthodox man
In the whole city; and yet deny the power.
That_is one of the dangzers of the present
day. Take Chrrstendom at large.  You have
thousands of Peope who can Qive you %ood
reasons for belon mrT; to the Chirch, Who have
some purity 1n their lives responding to the
claims of Jesus Christ, and seem to be ot only
marntarnrng the outward forms, but appedr
also to hold tenaciously to the truth which is
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the formative power of the Church, and Yet
whose lives are not in correspondence to the
truth they hold. _
. In this sense there is an element of danger
in our great conventions. Do not misunder-
ostand rae. | am not undervaluing. them. |
thank God for the blessed work béing accom-
plished through them, but there are men and
women who are able to enunciate the whole
scheme, not only of regeneration but also of
sanctification, and yet“in their actual life—
when_|ifted away from the crowd of their fel-
low Christians, dnd from the opinion of their
fellow men, Info the white Ilqht of Divine re-
quirement, which alone reyeals character —it
can e said of them “denying the power.” |
Tell such men it is not @ new extension
scheme, not a discussion of this constitution or
that, we need, but a red-hot fire gurlgmg out
the dross, and they say Wherein 7 Have we
not all these things? Do we not hold the
truth 7 Are we not orthodox ?—Wherein ?
What is at the back of all this? As in the
old days, so now, there has been a corrupting
of the priesthood, there has heen a corrup_tmg
of the covenant by the teachers, who ouglit t
have led us intg the deep things of God.
.What is God’s covenant ? “If you read the
eighth. chapter of Hebrews In corinection wth
the thirty-first chapter of Jeremiah, beginning
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with the thlrt}/-flrst verse and reading on, you
will fingd that the covenant of God With His
People, for this dispensation, is In advance of
he. old covenant. " That was a covenant In
which God was married to His People, and
they were to be kept by outward laws, words
written upon tales of"stone, commandments
uttered In their hearing, and the marriage re-
lationship was to be_maintained between the
chosen people and God, in that covenant, by
obedience to those laws.

What Is the new covenant? The new cove-
nant is, “1 will write my law upon your heart
and upon your mind,” and the_relation of peo-
ple in the new covenant to God Is to pe the
relation of a new birth, of an actual affinity,
of a marvellous identification. | am no long@r
married to God In the sense of malntamm? e
relation by obedience to an outward rufe of
life, but 10 _the ynion of a child of God, hom
again In His Spirit; with His law, not given
to me from the outside, but written on my
mind and on my heart, _ _

|5 that covenant corrupted, nay, is not Chris-
tendom corrupted from end fo end 2 I a man
begin to talk about inward cleansing, .about
thé' necessity for the fire-blood cleansing. of
the nature, before men can live in communion
with God, how many there are who say at
once, “We are talking of things that aré im-



4o “\Wherein ?”

Poss,lble.” S0 long as we who teach corrypt
he coyenant by gomg back to Judaism, By
lowering the. high and awful requirement of
actual new birth™and spiritual affinity, just so
long yill the people be content with holding
a form of truth and denying the power.

There is then an awful application of Mala-
chi’s daYS and the spirit of his age to this age
and to these days. There was_a lowering of
the standard of the Divine requirement by'the
Pnest—usmg that word in the Divine sense of
the messenger of God—and the people boast-
Ing too often in their correct theary. of warship,
super-orthodox, were yet, in their’inner life, In
the depth of their own’ nature, in the actual
fact of what God alone knows, “denying the
power. S
. Let us go alone into_His presence, for that
Is light, and fire, and life, and ceasing to be
content’ with conventional religion I8t each
one for himself and herself, i that awful
Presence say, “Q God, save me from_mere
correctness “of view, and that curiosity .to
know, for the sake of knowing only, which
has blqhted my life, and make me what Thou
wouldst have me to be in actual character.









e« THE COMPLAINTS OF JEHOVAH

Against thls eo le—formal and self-satis-
fied—God, by the mouth of. His messenger,
uttered seven com laints which_may thus” be
summarized:  Pro amtX| Sacrileg e Greed,
Weariness in Service, Honoring o Vice—or
Treason i alnst the” covenant of lieaven—

Rob er¥ God, and Blasphemy against
Him. To these com a|nts they responded
with the question *Wherein?” ” There is a
profanity far worse than that of the slum; a
sacnle%e far more ternble than the act of
breaking Intg the sacred place and purloining
the vessels of the sanctuary ; a greed which IS
more atrocious than the greed of a man who
rofesses no godliness, . but openly worships

ammon; a Weariness in Service Which even
exceeds I wickedness an entire abstention
from Service ; a form of treason by the honor-
ing of vice, which 1s more awfu| than outward
and open Pottlng—however diabolic 1t may
be—to. dethrone” God: a kind of robbery
which js more terrible than the actual ahstrac-
tion of coins from the treasury of the Most
High; a kind of bIasphemy thdt in comparl-
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son makes the revolting, blasphemy of the
streets seem almost insignificant and obtuse.

_In proceeding to consider the first—Profan-
ity, turn to the_ first chapter of the prophecy,
and read the sixth and seventh verses: “A
son honoreth his father, and a servant bis
master: If then | be a Father, where 1 Mine
honor ? and If I be a Master, where is My
fear 2 How pass to the seventh verse : “Ye
offer polluted "bread upon Ming. altar "—and
the last sentence of the verse—“in that,” that
IS.10 say, In the oifering of the Rolluted bread,
telr% tt?gltey,e say, the table of the Lord is con-

H%re we find the. people. calling God,
“Father,” and yet giving’ Him no “honor,
calling Him *Master.” and” having no_fear of
Him;™ saying the table i con(semptlble by
placing upor that tanle Qollute Dread: and
yet they sa}/_ “Wherein ?” that is, they are
Perfectly satisfied that God is their Féther,
hey arg perfectly orthodox In that matter,
they will not for "a moment dispute with any
one the fact that God Is their Master, but fight
for the position when any one dares to trav-
erse it. "Yet God comes and says: “Yecall
Me Father, and ye call Me Master : where Is
My honor, and where Is My fear ?”
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Ther{ brrn? their bread to the altar, and, |
think tkat |T you had hadt e opportunity of
examrnrng It, 'you would pot have found it
V\/Ol yted Tn thé ordinar g Irteral sense of the
ord. Wit @ surp rrsd inflection In" your
voice you would have said, “ That bread IS not
pollutea I Yet it was Polluted by the hands
of the_very e who placed if there.* Wha(s
I profanity ? The root meaning of the wor
rs awa}/ from the temple” (>ro, from:
fanuvi, temp e ), and it has come to be used
wrth reference 0 things not sacred, but com-

ace.
rWese people were gurlt}/ of profanity | rn the
worst ossrble wag hat they took the
names o God, an cIarmed the reIatronshrp
that those names imply: Father, “honor’
Master, “fear”: and vet they did not fear
Him: they accorded Ifim no honor Save In
their words, and their creeds, and their out-
ward doings.  Thus the deﬁraded the sacred
things of God to the commo lever of medioc-
rity,"and in effect made the statement, “The
table 1s contemptible.”

No polluted man can orfer pure bread lpon
God’s altar; in takrng rerectrngfc{rr fts He
measures them by thé character of the man
who brrn?s them.” Let us take an illustration.
It has often heen asked why Abel’s gift was
accepted and Cain’s refused.  Sometimes we
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have been fold because Abel brought a lamb
and Cain fruit. The true reason”was that
Abel was righteous and Cain was unrigliteous.
Both of these men brought of the first-ruits of
their own labor, and peculiar calling in life.
| know there s another side to the sufjject, and
one full of interest, that the very righteous-
ness oF*Abel had spoken to him of his need of
sacrifice, and therefore he was prompted to
oifer a_lamb; but Cain’s gift was refused be-
cause Cain was refused, and Abel’s gift was
accepted because Abel was accepted. " In this
case, men approached the table and laid their
g|fts upon it, saying “Father,” and “ Master ™ :
ut before they came to that table there hag
been no “honof ” for the “ Father,” no “fear
for the “ Master.” . They themselves were not
?ccegted, and their gifts, therefore, were re-
sed.

Profanity at its worst is to be found in the
place of outward service, in_the ve[Y taber-
nacles of the Most High. To-day, It is the
profanity of Christendom. | do not say the
rofanity of the Church: the Church” and

hristendom are two things.  Christendom is
the qutward prafession of Christianity, which
has libelled Christ, and driven the mass of the
people away from our Services and our ordi-
nances. There s no profanity which is o
awful as that of orthodox expression and
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heterodox heart, Gifts presented to God by
Irands that are impure, are themselves i rmpure
or God onla/ recelves the 1grft according as He
kas recerve the grver he offering that we
rrng d i1s"the true ex ressron of the
valug at Whrch Ag aP raise the altar, Ifa
man says, “1 honor the altar of God,” a
then puts upon it something tha his oA life
has contaminated, his trug” estimate of tte
value of the altar Is not_the statement
vouchsafes, hut his contaminated gift. Such
a consideration should make us exceedrng%
careful how we grve 0 God ana_ save Us fr
that heresy of Reresies, of imagining that, we
can_purchase our. acceptance by Our grfts
(God receives or rerr]ects |l the gifts of man in
Blr\d rortron as He has received or rejected the

If that be a trye statement how many gn‘ts
are not recetved by God Avkich have een
Placed upon His alfar ? And IS not this pro-
anrty wrthrn Chrrstendom to-day more tern
bly profane and far-reaching in rts evr Influ-
erice than all the profanity of the slum?

1

The second. of these complaints rs to be
found in the erghth verse of the same chapter:
“And If ye offer the blind for sacrifice, Is it
not eAnI? and if ye offer the lame and the

- —'-
:— —_——
[e> X
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SICk IS it noi evil? offer it now unto th3/
overnor will he be Reased with thee, or
acceéat X erson ? saith the Lord of Hosts.”
ovement forward In evil, some-
thing beyond Erofamty viz, sacrilege: the
sin Which grows out of profanity, as surely as
the sin of Brofamty Is committed. These men
are now ansolutely offering to God the blind,
and the lame, and the sick. The Divine re
quhren ent une\er the Mosal%economy Was J
amb Pace upon the altar “shoul
without spot or blemish—the fmest of the
flock.” but these men have Iost the sense of
what worship means in that th e% ave re-
tained the finest of the flock for emse VES,
and brought to the altar that which engen-
ders it contempt, simply to keep up the
form of sacrifice and the” appearance which
they so much covet. God calls them to ac-
count for thls dlsplay of meanness, and He
say s—mar te po 1L?nant sarcasm of the
Prop efs words—* offer it to your Governor,
he man who rules over you, the kind of offer-
ing you are putting upon Mine altar—will he

aC I)”

Wh this complaint ? Because the offerings
put upon the aItar were valueless to the mén
who placed them there, and God always val-
ues the. offering by what 1t cost the man who
brings it, and never by its intrinsic worth.
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Have ¥e learned that lesson even to-day; a
lesson which the Master emphasized when”He
sat and watched the people of His own time—
the direct descendants .0f these men of Mala-
chi—putting their oiferings into the treasury ?
He did not measure asm[qle gift, mtrm_smallx ;
but by its cost to the sourwho oifered it.  The
rich men gave of their abundance. He saw
every gift, recoqnlzed Its worth, was cognizant
of Its marketable value, in every case.™ Pres-
ently there came anng . woman who was a
widow, and she dropped in two mites.  Listen
to the Master of the treasury,—the One to
whom the gifts are brought. ~ What did He
say ? “That woman has done, well”? He
sald something far more sweeping than that.
Did He slgly, She has cast in more than any
man"? Ho!l but uMore than tliey all.” In
effect, He said, “Bring all the gifts that have
fallen into the treasury to-cay, and put theru
together, and these mites outweigh them all in
the balances of God.” | _
He measured the ﬁm then, as ever, by its
cost to the giver. The men who had put’into
the treasury out of their abundance did not
forego any quury when the?/ reached home.
There was no seff-genial in their giving, and
each mignt have said, as. men often Say to-day,
| do nOt miss what | give.” To such, let me
say, God does not thank you for your gift.
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The widow sadly missed her two mites, They
meant a meal, and the onl_¥_ meal in view, and
because her_ gift was sacrificial, God accepted
ang Prlzed It Infinitely more than any other.
at does sacrifice reveal 7 Not & selfish
seeking for favor, hut a soul’s estimate of the
Ong to. whom the gift is offered.
Sacrilege we have always thouqht was the
breaking "into a church dnd stealing there-
from. ThatIsnot so; it is ﬁomP Into” Church
and putting something on the plate, Do not
forget that: . Sacrjleg® 1S centered in oﬁerlng
Go somethmg which costs _nothlng, becaus
¥ou think God is worth nothing.. God looks
or the. giving at His altar of agift that costs
something. o] _
. Men are perpetually bringing into the Chris-
tian Church the things they do not need them-
selves. | know there is much sacrificial giv-
ing, thank God, but there is also an enormous
amount of sacrilegious giving abroad in the
world to-day, giving devoid Of sacrifice, ¥e
offer to God in thé Church, things which we
would never offer to our %overnors. This is
sacrilege. If the giving in the Church of God
to-day 'was of the“type and the pattern of the
Plﬁ of the widow to' the treasury In the days
ong, since passed away, the work of God
wolld never have to g0 begging to men and
women outside the Church.
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In the tenth verse, Gocl asks the people:
Who s there even among_ you that” would
sliut_the doors, for nought ?"néither do ye kin-
dle fire on Mrne aItar for nought.” 1 his | rs
the most awfu rn rctment 0 Igree to he
found In the book, . These Peopewere open-
% His doors,and krndIrn Ires, hecause they
anticipated gain thereb %/ here was an uIte
rior motrve rn everygr pIaced upon the altar,
and In every deed performed, and Service ren-
dered, The Service of God, had degenerated
into the slavery of a selfish Interest; men
“opened doors and krndled fires” n order that
they might secure a reward. This utterance
1S the form of a uestron and In that form
onIy sa I make any apwcatrono It to the
age” in which we live. ho is there among
h\/ that would shut_the doors for nought ?

hy do we render .God Service ™—and "l am
going to take the highest point of view which

1The mgjorrty of Modern Commentators in common with
the revised’ version agree in tr Oians lating the Hebrew word
chninam,_“in vain.” “This Wor occurs thirty-two times in
the Old Testament and out of that number 15 translated SIX
times “for nought in the Au horrﬁed Five of these the Re-
vised retarns and on yhere makes the alteration. The root
rdea of the word is out ac use,” and so It is transated
fifteen times. | have erberate followed the example of
Dr. Pusey and retained the older ranlelatron as bein more rn
harmony with the word in its original meaning, and with the
general spirit of the context as | understand i,
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Is also the most solemn—because we hope for
reward In the future ? If so, we are treading
dangerously near this most awful manifesta-
tion o reed.
ants men who will render Service to

H|m for the verZ love of H|m even though
they never rewar You  remember
Jobs dreatwor” “Though He slay me, yet
will 1 Trust Him.” How often Is that passad
erroneousl quoted, as though Job meant

say, “ If He slay me, it will be all nPht there
is-something beyond it, | shall not fose every-
thmg That IS not the true mterpretatlon
The word “slay ” qoes to the dee est fact of
h|s being, and e | |n ended to say, “ Though He
slay me™—not “Though He permit me'to be
slain by my enemies "—but, “"Though | have
no future, and never see Him on His throne,
though He blot me out, yet | trust Him
That'is magmftcent trust and dgoes far beyond
the_trust that hopes for rewar

Of course this 1S much_higher ground than
that Infended in Malachi’s days, but then we
are living In a.much higher dlspensatton IS
our Service Divine or human? When we give
the cup of cold water, if we ?IVG It for"the
sake of reward we do not give it at all. - When
Wwe minister to men who are sick and.in prison,
ifwe do it in order that He may give us His
word in days to come we do not minister at
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all. God Js asking for that abandonment of
man to Himself which says,. “We pour all at
Thy. feet, and 1f Thou sfiouldst crown us, we
would rejoice, but onl that a crown was ours
to cast at the. feet of Christ.”  When men
reach that point, greed bas gone out of their
Service. | make o apBI|cat|on of this study
lsgve in the words of toe text. Who among

v

Will you now turn to the thlrteenth verse of
the safe chapter:. “Ye said also, Behold
what a wearmess is it! and g(e have snuifed at
It.” There is a rocess of, degradation in the
lives of these men Profanity, sacrilege, greed,
and then weariness. If a man Is seeklnlq for
reward when he opens a door and kindfes a
fer he will %oon be tired of the busmesg ang
will sa%/ what a weariness!” an
snufa It but I, Ruttmg forth every eﬁort
and exerting his whole energy, he seeks the
Kln%dom for 1ts own sake, hé will never com-
plai offatlg%ue

| believe this is one of the most remarkable
signs of the re ent fime. é}reat prmm les are
revealed In malthln S an unexpecte Ways,
and Christendom is sa Ing “The thing IS a
Wweariness,” not in actual words but none the
less certainly. The ritualistic’ movement is
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Christendom sa _|n(11, “God Is a weariness,”
and snuffing at His Taw, This care concernin

vestments, incense, and the like—what does |

mean? That men are tired of spiritual wor-
ship, and must kave the sensual side of their
nature pleased and tickled instead tkereof.
The stern days of onr fathers, whep the

worshipped In” barns, and sat, cold and cheer-
less, for long hours In_spirit conflict with God
and spirit worship of God—where are they ?
Gone, and now we must have ever thm% that
Is Eesthetic, and when we deniand the eesthetic,
we are saying of real worsh|ﬂ, What a wearl-
ness it is I and are asking that things may be
made pleasant and easy for us. Free Church-
men are not exempt from the*same snare. Al
the unhallowed ana ungodly cry for short ser-
mons is evidence that men are saqu, ‘What
a weariness It 1s!” Scores of people in our
churches to-day, who will hear ‘an opera
through and through—and not once only,—
will pull out their watches and become anxious
and fidgety if a preacher exceeds, by a few
minutes” space, what Is recognized as his a-
lotted_time. _

It IS a serious matter—a _serious matter.
When men are tired of hearing and meditat-
ing upon the things of God, the fault lies
within; in the background there is greed, and
behind that sacrilege, and behind that again
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rofath/ Let us search our hearts, and find
Whethe the things of God have become mereIK
a duty aweanness that we would relinquis
If we dare and to which we only hold fof the
sake of appearances

Vv

You will notlce In the seventeenth verse of
the second ¢ apter that there i somethmg
further still: “Ye have wearied the Lor
with yonr words. Yet ye say, Wherein have
we Avearied Him? When yé say, Ever}/ one
that doeth evil |s ﬁoo In"the S|ght of the

ord and e delightet n them; “or, Where
I th e &td(?ment What did they
mean Our 15 a God orove there is
no u ment That man_you say 15, evil, Js
% T%ou onlg/ knew It God deI| his in

at 1 béyond weariness and snufflng
that IS treason of the very worst form.
IS a countenancmq and ‘an excusm% of sm
That IS an attempt to gloss evil and treat it
lightly, as of no_importance. When man be-
ns 0 excuse sm nd 1o sayt at it does not
atter so muc that God delights in them
that do evil, that there s no judgment; then
he_is committing high treason.

That again |s a pecuhar sin of our own day,
Find me anywhere a 8eopew 0 are weary of
a strong and robust Christianity and seek aes-
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thetic worship, and | find you a people who
cannot hear to be toId of the []Ud ment of God.

What are such people. really omg Lower-
mg the standard of DIVIH% goveriment, and
the moment a man within the Church 1s guilty
of that he dIS flagrantly guilty of high treason

gAII this talk about, God being such a God of
love that He passes lightly over sin, is the mis-
understanding of what fove is. Love is the
svvorn foe of"sin forever, and the instant God
e Ins 0 excuse sin, as we are too often rashly
om% He provesHe 0es not love man. . Nar-
row that down to your own personality, or
rather let me speak of mine. 1f God excuse
sm In-me, and [et me go on, just saym? \

he is frall and infirm, it does not matter, Got
Himself by such action ensures. my ruin. ~ It
IS because He Is a consuming fire to sin, and
never signs a fruce with It W|th|n thes here
of His own kingdom, or In the Wor }/
Where that. He 15 a God of love; and d|recty
peope be In to say, “ Where is the G

dgment they dre guilty of high. treason
and” | believe that has been the peculiar sin of
many years.

The men of our own times whom God has
most signally used have been sons of fire as
I vell as”sons of consolahon Who_were the
sons of consolation? They were Boanerges,
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the sons of thunder, an% no.man Is a true son
?rll‘ cdonsolanon unless he is also a son of
under.

A man must have a keen, clear vision of sin,
as an enormity of the ages never to be ex-
cused, if he 1sto be tender and compassionate
toward the man who 1 a Sinner. " That Is a
false conception of love which imagines God is
not a God of judgment.

Vi
Again, in the third chapter and the eighth
versg, you have the sixth complaint, “Will a

man rob God? Yet ye havé robbed Me.”
What a fearful charge ! “How had_the%/ rohbed
Him? For they ‘said, “Wherein fave we
robbed Thee ?”” “In tithes and qfferings.

In other words, there was a certain Divine
claim that God mace urPon these peaple ; there
was a titbe to be given to Him, and they had
responded to the demand. “ That is what God
asked,” you say ; sure%that Was n%ht._ Do
not make a mistake. People are habitually
telling us that God demanded the tithe.  That
Is utterly at variance with the true position.
God demanded the tithe only as a minimum,
and they had carelessly givén Him what He
claimed—the minimum-=if tithes and offerings.
They had robbed God in that they had not Te-
sporided to the Divine claim in"the spirit in
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WhICh |t was made, but had offered that which
was allowed by mfe?surement and rule rather
than in the spirit of love
What is the Divine claim upon Christendom
—Or Chrlstlanlt}/ shall | rather say.? God Is
not asking you oratlte Some give a tithe
of their income. That max be the correct
thing; but while there are Instances in which
it IS Fight there IS a reverse side to the Plcture
Some men_ have no busmess to give a tithe of
the|r earnm%s—the cannot afford it;. ana
tere are men who dre robbing God by giving
y a tlthe of their incomes.™ | knew & Cort-
%regatmna Church some years ago In which a
sat In one pew and” anothér man imme-
diately behind h|m The_ income of the first
man may roughly be estimated at £10,000 a
year, and. he and” his fam|l gave two Eounds
conscientiously and reqularl y gvery wee He
?ave an occasional £100 and ottier sums, but
Wo pounds was his reﬁular weekly gift. The
man who sat behind Rim was a laborer, earn-
ing eighteen shillings a week, out of which he
?ave one shilling.  (We have simply got down
0 money values hecause they ‘appeal most
strongly “to the minds of men in this age,
Which man gave the most ? | do not commi
any one eIse to this; but | told the “man be-
ind " that_he had no right, with his wife and
famlly of five hajxns, to give a whole shilling
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out of a weekly wage of eighteen.  God does
not ask it. Of thé man in front—well, his
oﬁermg\ Was meanness embodied In compari-
son. A titne is all right if It is somethlng you
feel. 1f 1t Is some mq which puts you i
danger of being dishongst, It Is wrong; and if
It 15 out of harmony with your own sUCcess in
life, it IS absoluteIP]/ wrong. | do not believe
In Insisting upon the tithe.  God’s_claim s all
—everything to he His. Every coin used self-
ishly 1S robBery In the Christidn dispensation:;
and, as | havé already said of sacrilege, we
should never be compelled to beg from the
devil to carry on God’s work, if He were not
being plundered.

Yl

In the thirteenth and fourteenth verses we
read, “ Your words have been stout against
Me, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, Wherein
what) have we spoken so much against Thee ?

e have said, It Is vain to serve God; ang
what profit Is it that we have kept His org-
nance, and that we have walked mournfully
before the Lord of Hosts 27 How, this is the
sin of blasphemy. What is blasphemy ? The
word means to ‘speak injuriously, to_say some-
thing that shall ‘injure the one’against whom
you "have spoken it: and men have come to
Use it mostly of Divine things.  To blaspheme
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1.0 say that which injures God, and His cause
and His kmgdom He says to these Peo le,
“Your wordS have been stout agalns
that is 10 sa You have Dblasph eme I\/Ie
stout they say, “Wherein?” And
Olgoes on You ave sajd, It 15 vain to serve
and what profit is it that we have kept
|s ordinance, and that we have walked ‘in
bIack before the Lord? What is the profit
of aII this?” Do you supPose any of these
Qeope have been sayln? that In actual words ?
ou cannot suppose’it for a moment.

The very worst forni of blasphemy s the
misrepresentation of God by people who pro-
fess -0 love His name, and look apparently
with exuberant delight for the coming of His
k|n dom. The man“who openly bIasEhemes

who, standing under the sun, loKs up at
the heavens and says, “ 1 hate God,” Is far less
dangerous in the influence of his life than the
mai who says “I love God” and disobeys
Him. The b asphem;r/] of which to be afraig’is
that which Joins w| t egreat conq(regahon
In saying, “Thy will be done, Thy “kingaom
come,” and all the wh|Ie thwarts the WI|| of
God and_denies His Kingship. within.
brethren If the Church helieved in God’s king-
dom and God’s will, and 1f the whole catholic
Church of Jesus.Christ, on Sunday next, in the
power of the Spirit, breathed that prayer with




The Complaints of Jehovah 61

unquestionable honesty, how the kingdom
would come qn apace ! It is on agcount Of the
blasphemy within our own immediate circle, of
men and ‘women who pray the praﬁer and do
not believe In the kingdom, that the thing.Is
hindered, and that the Church of Jesus Christ
_has become an enervated drIettante In the coun-
cils of kings, doing nothing In Its corporate
capacrty o' lift the world to heaven and to

There are souls, however, to-day, formrng
God’s elect (of whom we shall_speak befor
frnrshrng this serresg whom God Is_using to lay
His ow foundatro s, and to do His owh work,
%ror {0 t e comrng of the Master to. His
hurch; but Christéndom as a whole is at
fault and ggwerless because Christendom has
not believed nor acted upan the teachrnrq
the Master. | know this prcture i appallin
but If you can find a brighter one in our u-
ook, you can do that of Which | am absolutely
incapable. . Do not, however, form final estr
matés, until we have complete thrs serres of
studies.  There is.a b %t and ong
which is brrﬁhter n the hur than ever it
has been in the past decades.
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THE DIVINE ATTITUDE

“The burclen of the word of the Lord to
Isragl by Malachi—I have loved you, saith the
Lord ™ (. 1, 2).  That is the all-comprehensive
word which Malachi was sent to proclaim.
The love of God ! That Is the burden. Every
word addressed to them concermning the details
and conditions of their life springs out of that.
In chapter 1. verses 10-12, we” have, the DI-
vine call: “Bring je all the tithes into the
storehouse, that there may be meat In Mine
house, and prove Me_now herewith, saith the
Lord of Hosts, if | will not open you the Win-
dows of heaven, and pour you oUt a blessing
that there shall not be roont enough to receive
it. And | will rebuke the devodrer for your
sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of

our %round  neither shall your vine cast her
ruit before the time in tre field, saith the
Lord of ILosts. And all natigns shall call you
blesseq: for ye shall be a delightsome ldnd,
saith the Lord of Hosts.” In these twg pas-
sa%es, the one declaring the burden of the
prophet, and the other giving the direct ap-
65
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Peal of Jehovah we have the call of love to

liese people.

Wepmtﬁ)st bear in mind their condition, for
it 15 a remarkable background to this study.
They were perfectly satisfied men and women

and"yet God, looking at them, char ed them
as He did, with sa%h ege, Pro amtx reed,
and so fortk. To the p eodple In suck a tond-
tion, what has God to Say

“1 have loved you, saith the Lord.” The
word IS Infinitely stronger than appears upon
the surface. “I” have Ioved ou, and do Iove

| have loved you, saith the Lord.” " This
eclaratlon was made in the time of their'sin
and neglect, in the day in which He had
to make the complamt \hich is so severe and
searching, and yet He says to them: “| have
loved you, saith’the Lord.”  This is the burden
of the' word of the Lord to IsraeI by Malachi.
He carne to warn them that a day was%
Ing, burning as an oven, wherein all sty
should” be destroyed, because God loved th em
Every message of coming judgment or bless-
Ing IS & mesSage of love,—whether spoken in
words that sound hard, and harsh, and severe,
reveahn? to them their true condition, or in
wcﬁr]ds of tenderess, and comfort and wooing
pathos.
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If we consider God’s ¢laim to the honor and
fear of tkese peoPIe It 15 based upon Iove Wh
does God want them to honor Im ? Wh s
He anxmus that they shou d fear H |m n
Ply ?Iorl Hlmsef Hayé verily, but for

eir_blessing and ut,” says some
one, “1s |t not a Dwme prerogative to seek
forglory? IS not God, at all t|mes seeklng
H|s own é;ory? Most emp atlca y

nt what 0 We mean when we speak of
seeking His own glory.? How 15 God gIorl
fied ? 1 sometimes think that, we have an
Idea that our song and presence in heaven will
add something to"God.” Never! You cannot
add to God. “Ho tinge of brightness can you
put upon the beauty of His character 'n
reater fullness of ldve gan you give. f—low

en can | glorify Him?  God is glorified in
the perfect Tealization on the part 0f His peo-
Ie of all the gracious purposes of His love for

The dalsythat lifts its head from the sod to
salute te H[J y)gorl les God, ut does
It add [ustre fo the Divine 7 Assuredly not.
It 15 all that God meant it to_be, and God Is
%orlfled by the reahzat|on of His own purpose.
o with us.  God wants us to honor nd fear
Him, ecause by doin |gso we,shall realize His
purpose, Why does He at times lift His rod
upon His Wayward and wandering children ?
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Hever “wdlmglg " hut because it is an abso-
lute necessity °f r the creafion of character.
The severest' words of God to man, and His
severest treatment, mantfest most per ectIy
His unvarymg and unc ang mgn love.
ourmtnd? ack quick yover 8 |storyo
0d’s people, Israel. Mr: Richard Le G

enne has written a book, “ If | were God

have often read the history of the ancient peo-
gle and felt “1f [ were God” theY would have
een blotted out.  How conclusively that
Eroves that neither Mr. Le Gallienne nor |
now of what we talk when we propose such
an hypothesis. . And yet we can oply argue of
themies of the. infinite wisdom and loye by such
daring leaps in the dark. Let us always con-
fess when We cannot understand His methods
that It Is because we are finite, and He is infi-

QForty years was | drteved with thts gener-
ation.” "Read the history of te ortg P(]ears
and see how He treated them !

He carrted them through aII the days He hore
W|t their murmurtntﬁs and patiently waited
for them. He took a their rebelliori and Suf-
fered it in long-suffering patience, He pro-
tected them during the Watches of the night,
and waited for them at the doors of the mom-
Ing, and carried them through all the years—
years in which He was grievéd with them. Let
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us. never forget this burden of love. s it not
this attitude™of God that makes their attitude
to Him so awful, ﬁnd moreover, Is not the
key-word of Malachi the one that gives Its
character to the whole hook, so fhat the
prophecy of Malachi to us Is not a dirge, as it
would e, if we only read of their condition;
but a shout of triumph because God says, “
have loved you”? That is the key-word to
the whole prophecy, and with the bdckground
of our previous consideration, how brightly
and beautifully the Divine love and tender-
ness shine out as we hear that word of the

rophet.,

pﬁns IS an eternal truth—each word and
deed and movement of God toward man is of
infinite love. It is not always that men have
understood this, as clearly “as did Malachi.
Preachers sometimes_forgét it; but the truth
stands that every God-Called, ordained, in-
spired messenger”of Divine things may ap-
proach the peoPIe to whom he speaks, sdying,
“The burden of the word of the Lord to you':
| have loved you, saith the Lord.

1

Let us now turn from the, key-word to the
special call. He has made His complaint; He
has heard their perpetual responses, coming in
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that awful monotone—"Wherein ?” and nAvV
lie says to them by the mouth of His servant:

Brm% ye all thé tithes into the storehouse
that there may be meat in Mine house, ang
rove Me now herewith, saith the Lord of

osts, if | will not open you the Windows of
heaven, and pour you out A blessing that there
shall not be room enough to receive it. And
| will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and
he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground,
neither shall your vine cast her”fruit before
the time in the field, saith the Lord of llosts.
And all nations shall call gou blessed: for ye
shall be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of
llosts.” ¥e have in these three verses four

nofes—

(B The call of God: “Bring ye all the
tithes into the storehouse.

(2) The challenge of God; “And prove Me
rlllowt hefewith, saith the ‘Lord of

0Sts.

(3) The promise of God . “1 will open you
the Windows of heaven, and pour you
out a hlessing that there shall not be
room enough to receive it; and | will
rebuke the devourer for your sakes
and he shall not destroy Ine fruits, of
your ground, neither shall your vine
]ga?a fier fruit before the time in the
leld.
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(4)  Theresult; “And all nations shall call
you blessed ; for ye shall be a dellght,-,
Some land, saith the Lord of Hosts.
Remembering the condition of this . people,
rebellious, and Yet perfectly satisfied with their
own position, Tet us ponder this message of
Gad to them. . .
| First, there is the call: "Bring all the
tithes into the, storehouse.” There™ were
necessarily two sides to the covenant existing
between God and the nation, There werg
mutual obligations, His promises were made
upon. conditions. I they Tailed to fulfill these
conditions, the covenant was broken. They
had failed, and yet He in grace called them t0
a renewal b;{ thie way of Teturn to obedience,
“Bring. all the tithés Into the storehouse.
What "is God really asking for? Does He
want a tenth part”of thelr wheat, of their
flocks, of their possessions, S|mPIy for Himself,
to possess it?" Assuredly not.” He asks for
the tenth part as a proof that they recognize
His love toward them. The tithe Is “only
valuable as a recognition of love, and the only
force which 1s strong enouqh to provide the
tithe s the consciousness of the truth of that
first word of Malachr: “I have loved you
saith the Lord.” If these people forget God
loves, they will ver)( soon forget to bring the
tithe; and the only Service'that God Seeks
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IS the Service of love that responds to His
OVE.

He asks for the “whole tithe.” It is an in-
finitely better word than “all the tithes.”
That 15 a mathematical phrase and seems to
squest a mathematical of mechanical relrgron

the “whole tithe” means not onlr
produce, of their land and labor, not ony‘the
outward form, but its inner intention.
th%etrthes” IS not necessarily “the whole

Supposing one of these men had possessed a
hundred shekels. Has he not fulfilled the
Divine requirement when he has brou?ht of
these hundred, ten for God, for mathematicall
that is the tithe? Nol out of the hundred
ten perfect Shekels ma¥ be placed upon the
altar, th ecorns genuine 1q the eye of man, but
N God’s s“rrI; ht—counterfeit, They did’ not
constitute “the whole.” What was Iackrn%?
The recognition of love. There was not t
response of love to love for which God is al-
ways asking . Brrnq the whole tithe.” There
Is an appdrent wholeness fo_us that is the
utterest fraud in the sight of God. There isa
mechanical correctness devord of essentral
love, which God srrurns rrn tew ole
tithe,” and bring 1t. 1 the rrci et It
come as the recognrtron of His ove hen it
is tlius brought,”it means, horrowing a sen-
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tence from the New Testament, “¥e love
Him, because He first Joved us.” Our love is
but the _offsprln%;_I of His love, our tithe given,
a recognition of His all bestowed.

God™Is callln% for the Investiture of form
with power, and the one power which God
recognizes is that of love. If we would see
our ‘organizations invested with Rower they
must te invested with love, and the preacher
IS to preach, and the worker to work, not to
give God a mechanical quantity, but in re-
Sponse to love. When that Is an established
fact the tithes are brought Into the storenouse.

Ii. Now for the challénge : “Prove Me now
herewith.” Get to know Me Db answermg
My love with your love; respond” to the lov
that Is ever upon you, even in your rebellion
and sin, with love, and by that résponse be ad-
mitted into_love and knowledge and_under-
standing, “ Prove Me now hefewith.”  This
was, God's challenge to the people.

. Mark the promise: “Prove Me if | will
not open you the Windows of heaven, and pour
you out a’blessing that there shall not be room
enough to receive it “ The source of blessm%
—hegven’s Windows open; the measure 0
blessing—until there shall not be room _enou?_h
to recetve it. Now the word really is, unil
there_shall not be a suﬁluency(. _

It is possible that our translators both in the



74 “Wherein ?”

Authorized and Revised versions kave cau%ht
the true spirit of tke word, but It Is somewhat
amhiguous.  One daring commentator of otber
days sug%ests tbat it sbould read : “Prove
Me now"berewith, saitb God, till there shall
not be a sufficiency,” “tbat Is to say,” saystbe
writer, . “God will keep on pouring bléssing
out until His own sufficiency ends; and when
can that be? Rever ! Tbe writer says this
IS tbe most remarkable figure in the ‘wkolg
book. It Is a magnificent™conception even if
It does not catch the first and true meaning of
the word. The thouglit is that of the “prodi-

ality " of Divine love. It runs over every

easure, and goes before us, and encompasses
Us even In our'sin, and He says: “If you will
but bring the tithe, acknowledge the love, and
look up and say “Eternal Love; we love, T will
o?en_the Windows of beaven and pour out a
b essm% that you cannot receive It.

What else ? 1 will rebuke tbe devourer,”
The Insect that is destroying your crops | will
destroy for your sakes. “Thaf word “rebuke ”
Is the " same’ wiflich Is used In tbe second ckap-
ter and the tkird verse, translated there: “Be-
hold, 1 will corrupt your seed.” Corrupt IS
the correct word. - Lift that word and put it
In here. “| will corrupt the devourer.” " The
punishment was that all the seed was to be
corrupt.  The blessing was that not the seed,
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but the devourer was to be coiTupted. “I
WI c rr pt t e?evourﬁ
en follows_that perfect flqure of

beauty and strength: “Neither shall your
vine cast ber frui before the time in’ the
field.”
v Wliat | |s to be the result of thig blessing ?
AII nabonssa caII you happy.” God says
that when His Eleo ple réturn to Him, bringing
the tithes, and e returns to them jn blessing;
there s 1o be_a great consensus of opinin &
to their condition. All the nations of the
world will make an admission conceming
them. There shaII be none who shaII deny
thelr besse ness and ”apprness All nations
shall call you blessed.” ™ The world is waltmg
for that. I do not think It has ever seen |
The blessing of God for the people has not
been seen 1N IsraeFs history or in the history
of the Christian. Church.” We have never
reached it. 1 think 1t will come when the
Km% comes, and | |n His own Kingdom He sets
ut? eh essmgso love which He deﬁcnbed in
the Sermon on the Mount; then all the na-
téorgis S ﬁll say, “ Happy is the people whose

0 |3t .

And w at more? Yours, shall be Ta de-
lightsome [and,” perfect in itself, the ideal
realized as the result of obedience.
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m

What are the thoughts which this study of
the Divine attitude sulq(];ests for us? First,
that of tlie great eternal'Tove, Notwithstand-
Ing all the "varied and varylnﬁ conditions of
humanity, love underlies afl the Divine deal-
Ings, .and love still marks the attitude of God
to"His people despite their failures, their rebel-
lion, alas !'alas ! So often evident. There is a
verr considerable tendency to-day, on the part
of the people whose eyes' are open,.and who
are In a measure resporiding to the Divine call,
to become a clique, or class, and look down on
the failure of their brethren and sisters who
are living: the lower life of formalism. Di-
rectly you find yourself looking down with
lack “of " love upon your fellow Christians, rest
assured that %ou are departing from that very
blegsing of which you have béen proud. ~ ~

God 7Is saying fo us; “I have loved you.
That is why He never gives you any rest about
that particular habit, Which appears so inno-
cent, and yet which is the very crux of the
controversy *between you and "Himself. “I
have loved you, saith the Lord.” It Is the in-
finiter proof of love when God does not let you
rest. 1t is as dangerous to let your consciénce
assume a state of"apathy as it would be to al-
low a sleepy man to slimber in the snows of
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the Sierras. Have you a controversy witli
od which has peen omg on for weeks, aye,
for montks, and even yéars, until you are
weary of It, and in dan%er of growirig rebel-
I|ous ecause of His mter erencé—Hold, man!
“1 have Toved you " If God had not Ioved
you He would Have left P/ou to your own de-
Vices and evil. Your evil habij seIﬁsh mdul
gence, IS your enemy, and wh e God brings
you back To this pomt, time after fime, He ls
provmg His love for your soul. “ I have |oved
We must livé in the element of this
|V|ne love,

The next lesson | ?ather 15 tliat of the rela-
tion which exists between tithe and blessing.
Bring the tlthe and | will open the Windows
of heaven.” How perpetually people in Rrayer
meetmgs evay the promlse and for et the Con-
|t|ons 8 Open the Windows_ of
heaven and_pour us outa blessing,” and God
replies; “Bring the tithes.” 1t 1s as thou%h

God said fo ou “1t 15 for you tq open the
Windows.” What? the Windows of heaven?
Yes! heaven’s wondows ahvays swing  upon
love’s hinges, There is a verjf radical and
pracucal I%phcatlon of this phrase, which one
15 Slow o, ake and yet 1t must be made. Do
not |ma%|ne ecause We are I|vmg In a spirit-
ual dispensation we are no longér bound In
the matter of material giving.” We are to
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bring the tithes. It is not the t|the that God
asks™ from you,  but everythtn? You, may
make a proportionate statement of it if you
will.  As the Chrtsttan dtspeusatton IS greater
than the Jewish, so must my %tvmg be Qreater
than a tithe, and when you have worked out
the first ratto Xou will ‘begin to understand
the second. . When men corme and say, “ Here
We are, QU interests, ourselves, ouy business—
every thtn? then the Windows of heaven are
never shut—never!

| want you to see the subtle connection be-
tween tithe and blessing. . You know that lit-
tle verse that people sing in Conventions —

r)[/]all IS.0n the altar,
waiting for the fire.”

It is an absolute absurdity. Nobody ever
waited for the fire when all was on thé altar,
Let a man sing If he like —

“A part js on the altar.

I'm waiting for the fire.”
| do.not know that he ought to waste the time
in smg}mg even that, but bestir himself to et
t e.0 ortton on the altar. That is
business.  When you, and | put our all upon
the altar the fire"falis directly. You read in
the story of Elijah how_the fire descended
straightway. God’s conditions being fulfilled
—60d’s promises never halt. 1t is you and |
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that are maimed, and lame, and halt. God
does not halt. Brqut_he tithes,” and the
moment the% come the Windows open and the
showers of Iessmﬂ escend, That is a law
which applies equa f3]/to the individual, to the
nation, tq the Church, and to the world. Ve
begin with ourselves, When my all is upon
thé altar, then the Windows of heaven ‘are
open and the bIessLn% descends. When the
hurch brings the tithe into the storehouse,
and acknowledgln? and honorln? Him, sweeps
away all methods that so defract from the ful-
fillment of her mission and saxs, “ Only for
Thy gloth do | exist,” then the blessing is
iven. Maris tithes and God's Windows. ~
Then we must go further still and notice
not only the relationship between tithe and
blessing, but that between love and tithe.
Tithes “never reach the storehouse. except in
response to love. Mechanical rellglon cannot
last; it always becomes weary andl ceases. |
may preach fo you and use every argument |
know as to yodr giving to God. You will
never do it in responsg to_human eloquence.
When do, men give to God ? When they have
a_true vision Of Him.  That is the secret of
giving tithes, and that, in its tum, is the secret
of the o?enm? of heaven’s Windows,
Out of that grows another question.  How
can we love? “Only as we prove God in the
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path of obedience. Thrs isa hurden laid upon
my own beart gerpetua y._| Iove God In pro-
gortron as |0 ear Him.” The first steps may
e taken rn the ark without, seeing areason
but take them, and you begin to see the wis-
dom and tenderness, and compassron and love
of God. | Tove when | obey, and when | Jove
| obey. Which is cause ard which is effect ?
There” is an Inter-relation In the progress, of
Christian love. But  obedience is the first
thing. In the beginning, seek first the King-
dom; and when_the soul Seeks the Kingdom by
obeying the King, the soul discovers the Fa-
ther and drscoverrng the Father obeys more
read r y, and obe}grng more readily, hasa larger
reve |dtion whi makes obedience easy and
th e horizon greater. Ve are chan(ied from
%or y into glory, and at last we shall be like
im, and 0bey perfectly. Such is the Divine
arran%ement
ell htsome Iand in the mind of God Is
acknowe g{N apg the nations,  How is
It that the orld 1550 Sick and tired of Chris-
tianity ? How is it that men outside the
Church have come to look upan us with dis-
dain? Is 1t not so? You_ husiness men, teII
me, 1S there notasort of p C)h In the heart of
scores o wor Ign for. Christian men to-
fy IS t 15?7 1t Is the fault of the
Church of the people themselves, not the
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creed.  “Give me,” said John Wesley, “a hun-
dred men who love God with all their hearts,
and fear nothing but sin, and | will move the
world. Peogle who saw and mocked them
in the earlyrd ys grew to love them, and came
to say: “These people have what we have
not; we will_go with them, for God Is with
them.” Again and again God has raised up a
despised and unknown people to render con-
crete the blessings of His Kingdom and Gov-
ernment ; and where this has been done the
world has said, “This 1S a delightsome and,
and where the world has ceased'to say that, It
IS because the People_have wandered away
from Him. Brethren, if the Church of Jesus
Christ in this land returned to the Kingdom
t0-morrow morning, and every one of its mem-
bers returned to the Kingship of Jesus Christ,
the whole cquntry would be impressed straight-
w% and within”one twelvemonth Avould Say,

ese are the people, this is the dellghtsome
land, these the men and women of délights.”
Some one says to me: “What do you mean by
returning o the Kingdom ? Ever;/thlng di-
vided, having all things in common ?” | mean
one thing when | say returning to the King-
dom. LBt them return_ to lov, to the love
“that suffereth long and is kind—that thinketh
no evil, rejoiceth not in Iniquity, but rejoiceth
In the truth; beareth all things, believeth all
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things, hopeth all tliings.” Lave like that, and
you will never say a hitfer thmg about an ab-
sent neighbor ! You will never suffer an un-
kind thing to be said about some one “afar
off.” That Is the place to begin, and if the
Church of Jesus Christ did but Teveal His avill
in all its breadth, and beauty of love, the na-
tions would beglm to say, “This is a delight-
some lang; surély God IS with this people,”we
will go with ther also.” o
This is God’s call to the Church, with its
sleeping, slumbering energies. . Oh yes, one
must put it like that, because if the’Church,
the great company of men and women in the
world fo-day, who' name the name of Christ,
were living“in the Kingdom, actuated by the
love_ of God, responding to the forces of His
Spirit, we could settle every question straight-
way. God Is brooding ovér His sleepmrq Deo-
Ple, His sleeplng Church, and saying, “ T liave
oved you.” "“Bring ye all the fith&s into the
storehOuse, that there”may be meat in Mine
house, and prove Me_now herewith, saith the
Lord of Hosts, if I will not open you the \Win-
dows of heaven, and pour you odt a blessing,
that there shall not be rooni enough to receive
it. And | will rebuke the devorer for your
sakes, and he shall not d?stroy the fruits of
our ground ; neither shall your vine cast«her
ruit efore the time in the field, saith the
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Lord of Hosts.  And all nations skall caII ou
blessed: for ye skall be a delightsome [an
saith the Lord of Hosts. Prove Meh sa
God.  There Is one quesﬂon for us: *WHho
hears the Divine call ? and kearing, who wil
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THE ELECT KEMNANT

_God Jias never left Himself without a defi-
nite and clear witness to the trutlis upon which
the well-neing of humanity Is based. In the
first chapter of John's gospel, verses four and
five, we read: “In Hini" was life, and the life
was the light of men. And the light shineth
In darkness, and the darkness comprehended it
not.” The Kevised Yersion has altered the
word “comprehended” to * apP[ehended "
and | am not perfectly sure that it has made
the passage more luminous b% th%alter tion,
The Idea 0f the verse Is not that the darkness
was not able to understand the light; but that
the darkness never succeeded if overtakin
and extinguishing the light.  * The light shin-
eth In darkness, and . the darkness “compre-
hended 1t not,” that is—did not apprehend,
overtake, or put out. There have been times
in the history of man when it has seemed as
though the whole, world has been ?wen over
to darkness; but it has never realfy been so.
The light of  God has ever beer slining.
Elijah Once said in the agony of his disa-
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%omted_splrlt,_“ |, even I, only am left,” and
od said to him, 1| have left Me seven thou-
sand 1n Israel, all the knees wkich have not
bowed unto Baal.” Thus in every slccessive
age, when It has seemed for a while as thougli
od were heaten out of His own world, and
black and impenetrable darkness had com-
gletel overpowered the light, that has only
een the falSe yision of naen and women wlip
have not been able to enclose the Divine hori-
zon at one glance.  Somewhere or other, al-
though It may_not have peen discernible to
Ehuernl nrglmary vision, the light has still been

It was so in the days of Malachi. Hotwith-
standing all the fedrful darkness that had
settled “upon the nation, God had His own
People, His Elect Remnant; and through them
he  light still shone, and" witness  was still
borne to the great truths and principies upon
which all the "Divine a_CtIVItY is based for the
well-being of man. 1t is on the shining of the
Divine light in that dark_period of the history
of the anCient people of God that we shall now
fix our attention. We shall consider firstly
the Elect Remnant as it Is revealed in these
verses; then we shall notice the Divine atti-
tude_toward that Remnant; and lastly, hear
the Divine word spoken concerning them.
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1

“Then they that feared the Lorcl spake often
one to another.” Right In the midst of that
day—when the nationi, consigered as a whole
had passed into the region of life characterized
bﬁ perfect self-satisfaction, and by the fact that
they brougnt no satisfaction to the Divine
|iedrt—Gad pronounced His complaint against
them, and they, almost speechless with in-
credulity, looked into His face and_said,

Wheréin 2" Then there existed a feeble
et faithful few who were the light-bearers of

od.

Let us notice the character of this Elect
Remnant; “They that feared.” At the close
of the sixteenti verse of the third chapter,
that first fact is not only repeated, but em-
Phasued by the addition”of another: “They
hat feared the Lord, and that thou?ht Ujppon
His nameP Ve have here a revelation of
the character of these people, which is full of
interest and of meaning. “They feared the
Lord, and thou%htu onHis namé.”

Let us take the first part of that description.
If Xou turn back to the sixth verse of the first
ch Rter you will find that in the ogenl_rag note
of the Divine complaint the prophet said”: A
son hanoreth his father, and a servant his mas-

ter: if then, | be a Father, where is Mine
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honor? and if | be a Master, where is My
fear 7" ere rsacompan%/ that have * feared
the Lord,” and have “thought upon His
name so that amid all the mass of people
who had Tost the sense of their fear to their
Master there was an Elect rtemnant a select
few, who not only called Ifim *Master,” but
also feared Him.” The thought of fear_Is
liniced, then, with the word master, and with
all that that word rmPhes If you speak of a
master, you at once think of & servant; and
while the relationship of the master to the
servant is that. of authority and will and quid-
ance, the relation of the sérvant to the master
Is that of obedience and Service. . Bearing this
rn mind, you notice that Service is looked upon
here rather as condition than action, Charac-
ter is marked in this word, “ The that feared
the Lord”; they that_lived within the con-
scious realm of ‘the Divine, and responded to
that claim; that number of units In'the great
crowg who recognized the Divine Krngshrp not
merely as theory, or as something of whrc
they made a boast to other (Peorole but as th e
power In which they_lived_ their rves and

spent all their days: The feared the Lord.”
here were men and women all around mak-
ing 0i errn% and crowdrng the courts of the
temple at the hour of worsfiip. - Among those
who came, God detected the men and Wwomen
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who really feared, and He selected only the
gifts of those who Eresented something—not
3 an attempt to make up what tliey lacked in
character, buf as an outPut of ckaracter, ana
as a revelation of what they were within
themselves. “ They feared the” Lord.”

Let us now turn”to the second part of this
description : “They thought upon His name.’
The word “thought™ is one of intense mean-
ing, and | should"like to trace it in one or two
passages of Scriptnre In order that we may
more Clearly understand it

In the seventeenth verse of the thirteenth
chaPter of Isaiah we read : “Behold, | will stir

he Medes against them, which’ shal] not
regfard silver; and as for gold, they shall not
defight i i.”" The only puirpose for which we
have turned to thrs verse ISthat we ma}r extract
the word regard ™ from It, and see ow It IS
used in th rs partrcular case. - The Medes will
not “regard " silver—that is to say, that they
will set nr% \t/alue on srltver The I\éedes strrrec{

ainst the ancient people of God, will no
bg% ught off b% sr?verIO 1Qey do not set any
value upon It, they do not “regard " it. The
connection hetween this thou% t and that of
our text is centered in the fact that the Hebrew
word translated “think ™ in Malachi Is exacty
the same word which is translated “regard
In Isaiah.  They thought upon 1lis name they
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regarded His name, they set a value upon His

[Inake another case in which the same word
rs a arn trans lated regard Isaiah Xxxiil.
8, %was lie waste the wayfarrn?
man ceaset he hath proken the Covenan
he hath des rsed the cities, he regardeth no
man.’ (f e Sets_no value Upon man.
The word Is_identical with that translated In
Malachi: “ They that thought upon the Lord
—that Is to say, what _these Roeope did not do
concerning man, the Elect Remnant did con-
cernrng iod. [ do not say there is any con-
nection etweent ese Passages we are Simply
getting the light of them Upon a p artrcular
word rn our present study. = They "regarded
God, they set a value upon Him. ~In the ter-
rible day descrrbed by Isaiah the Personal man
was not regarded, he"was accounted as “ noth-
rn? worth vaIueIess but this Elect Remnant
sef regard upon the name of the Lord: they
Id for that Name what the Medes did not o
for silver, and what was not done for man in
the da)(]s of which Isarah Writes.

the same prophecy a very remarkable
case oceurs. Isaiah il 3; “He is despised
and rejected .of men; a Man of sorrows, and
acrrruarnted with grief: and we hid as it were
our faces from Him; He was despised, and we
esteemed Him not” “Esteemed™ i the
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word ; it is the same Hebrew word translated
thought™ in Malachi. You see the wora
again almost more wonderty{l/y presented here
thian in other instances. “Ve esteemed Him
not” Ve tho_%;ht nothing of Him; we set no
value upon Hi; Ilis worth in our sight was
nothing, and we spurmned Him from {s. He
cane o His own, and they received Him not;
they perceived no beauty in Him that they
should desire Him. But’the Elect Bemnant
esteemed the name of the Lord; they. thou?ht
upon His name"—they set a high value
thereon. _ _ _
To follow this thou?ht a little further in
order that we may gef additional Ilgi_ht upon
It, turn to the letter of Paul to the Philippians,
Iv. 8 “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things
are true, whatsoever th|nﬁs are honest, what-
Soever thlngs are h]_USt, whatsoever things are
Pu_re, whatsOever things are lovely, whatsoever
hings are of good report; if there he an;( Vir-
fue, and If_there be any praise, think on these
things.”  The Greek word translated “think ”
here” Is a word which means “ Take an inven-
tory.” What are the things of which men, as
a r(le, take an Inventory 7™ Things which they
value ; and Paul, jn writing, is practically sax—
ing, “Do not reckon as riches things peris
Ing; but those things which make you rich in-
deed, the things which are true, honest, just,
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pure, Iovelz, of goocl report, take an inventory
of these, keep Your mind upon them, st a
value upon them.” In tke Septuagint_the
translators have taken this word which Paul
uses, and have used it In the three cases in
Isalah—to which we have already referred—so
that when you read, “ These mén thou?ht on
he name of the Lord,” It Is not a matter of
Ittle moment; they did not simply meditate
upon His name, and’ meet together to endeavor
0 comprehend its deep ricties, Al this | be-
leve they did; but their position as described
o%/ this word is far more wonderful than that.
T is that they set value upon the name of the
Lord, esteeméd it, made an inventory in it, ac-
counted 1t as their property, wealth, riches.
It was the chief thing; nqthln? else Aas worth
consideration to these faithful people. They
took an Inventory in the name of the Lora.
That leads us 0 another point.  The Master
Himself, in the Sermon on the Mount, chron-
icled In Matthew v., vi., vii., gave utterance to
these Avords : *TThere your freasure is, there
Avill your heart be also”” That is one of the
sayings of Jesus Christ Avhich is of such sim-
plicity that | may use it as an everyday truth
In my experience; and yet it is af the same
time “the” statement of a_great fundamental
Prlnmple_ in all human life. “Where your
reasure is, there Avill your heart be also.” “The
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masses of the people of Malachi’s, day founcl
their treasure in their possessions, in their na-
tionality, and in the temple, and consequently
their hearts reached no higher altitude than
the platform of things mundane; but the Elect
Remnant set store Dy the name of the great
Jehovah, and their “hearts were thergfore
homed in God.

Turn once more to Proverbs xxiil. 7, where
these words occur:* As a man thinketh in his
heart, so is he.” These people thought upon
the name of the Lord, and where th&ir treas-
ure was their heart ncstled, the result being
that their whole life assumed form and char-
acter from their conception of treasure, and
Irctm& the things upon which their hearts medi-
ated.

‘ Theg thought upon the name of the Lord.”
That word reveals a company of people who
valued the Rame, and counted it as their chief
treasure, with the result that their character
became responsive to all that the Name signi-
fied, and their life grew in closer correspond-
ence to the will of God, _

What a name was that on which they thus
thought may be gathered from a study of the
titles” associated therewith_in the mind of the
Hebrew. -~ Jehovah-Jireh—The Lord will pro-
vide ; Jehovah-Tsidkenu—The Lord our right-
eousness; - Jehovah-Shalom—The Lord send
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peace; Jehovan-JSHssi—The Lord our han-
ner; Jehovah-Shammah—The Lord is there.
Search the matter out for yourselves, and you
will find that these peoPIe had a marvellous
heritage In the name of Jehovah. He had
revealed [Timself by names continually, and
there had been alog the line of their Ristory
new beauty, new ﬂ]lory, perpetually hreakl,n%
out b% means of these very nameS by whic
God had aPproached them”time aftér time.
These people thought upon the name of the
Lord, of His provision for them: His right-
eousness; His banner, the proof of love in His
conflict with sin: of His_presence, and, think-
Ing of these things, their nature was trans-
formed Into correSpondence with His own, o
that they became righteous, and they became
peaceful,” and the_Y became quiet in the pres-
ence of their faithful God. ~ So much for the
character of this Elect Remnant. _

A word or two concermng their occupation.
“ They that feared the_Lord spake one fo an-
other.”” - The word “often” is omitted in the
Revised Yersion, and does not occur in the
original. It s one of those words that seem
to add to, but in reality detract from, the
meaning of the text. “Spake often one to
another™ admits of gaps In the fellowship,
“ Spake one to anothér " tells the whole story
of their communication, for it marks the atti-
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tude rather than the occupation of a life,
They spake one to another.” It is the great
staterent of fellowship, of the gathering fo-
gether in a community of hearts holding the
Same treasure, of characters that were grow-
Ing into the same likeness: it is the statément
of"a great necessity, darkness all around, Itght
hecormes focused: evil sp readlnfg its ramifica-
tions on every hand, children o rlghteousness
come close togfetker he spak C one to an-
other ;” and of what did th ey speak Surely
eoneernm]q_I that of which they thought; they
ﬁo e of |s name, the|r mutual POSSession I

that name, their mutual joy m that name
the|r mutual sorrow b){ reason of the fact that
that name was belng asphemed by the nation
they were hound t0 love, because"they them-
selves formed a part of It.

Mark, the ?reat value of this fellowship of
kmdred spirits lay in the fact that they were
strong yreason ereof.  Scattered souIs are
ever Weaker than those bound” together in
feeling, and principie, and desire. This Elect
Eemnant, so weak and_feeble thatW | venture
to say that none but God would have found
It, or known 1t existed, was the one thmq
that saved the nation from absolute and tota
wreckage and deplorable ruin—the little group
of soulS who feared the Lord, and who “gath-
ered together to speak to each other concern-
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mq Him. Just notice In passing that it was
not a pra_¥er-meet|_ng; it 'was & fellowship-
meeting, It a meeting at all. | do not say
these people did not pray; bnt I am much in-
clined to think that they had ﬂassed Into the
higher realm of prayer,”to which men and
women always pass nnder the stress of adver-
sity, when thé_storm-clouds threaten to envelop
their lives. ~ Their gatherings were the means
for fellowship rather than the place for peti-
tion, and “they spake one to another.
1

Secondly, what is the Divine attitude to-
ward this Elect Remnant? “The  Lord
hearkened and_heard.” Please to omit the
word “it™ ! The words “hearkened” and
“heard " are not identical; there is a great
necessity that they should both appear,” He
hearkened—He heard.. The root meaning of
“hearkened” is_to prick the ears. You have
known what it s to_ drive a horse which s
familiar with your voice and loves you.. After
travellmg several miles along your journe
you sud enIY speak, and you"see the animaTs
Bars _|nstant¥ pricking. “That is the true
meaning of the word" “hearkened "—prick:
Ing the ears, “The Lord hearkened.” Of
course, these illustrations aBpe_ar to be degrad-
ing to the thought of the Divine, and yef, the
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whole of human speech IS human; we have
not get learned the language of the ?prrrt
wor we ave not yet “hegun to sPI out
the al habet of the true communication be-
tween God and those who inhabit that world:
we are bound to take these words in all their
human sense. God condescends to take, Up
the words with which we are most familiar
and teac us throu% this avenue, because we
could not understand If He did not condense
the great thoughts of His mind into the com-
passo srmpe an%< age,

The Lord heatkeried.” Mark the extreme
sensrtrveness of the Divine love. Here Is a
Crowd of people bringing their oﬁerrn S, Ut-
tering th err pra ers, ronﬁrng the courts of
the tempe and the prop et”ls teIIrng them
oft eir sin, andc arqrngt em with sacrrlege
Pro fanity, and so forth, “and they, with their
aces transformed into verrtable notes of | rn
terrogation, and stamﬁed with surprrse rep Y.
“‘Wherein?” 0 Trt ere |sa8rou]o ho have
met together to talk about God. To them He
hearkened This teaches the sensitiveness of

e eternal love.

The worﬂ translated “heard” means He
bent gver them n order that He might miss
no syllable of their conversation. The first | 15
aword that marks arrest—"He hearkened !”
The second shows the infinite patience of God:
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listening to their words as they talked, not to
Him, but to one another about Him—"The
Lord heard.” \While the word “hearkened

Inarks the sensitiveness of the Divine love, the
word “heard” marks the strength of that
love.  These are companion thoughts, the>r al-
ways go together. That IS not strong ove
which s vehiement, passionate, loud, and bois-
terous, - Strong love is the love of the soft
footfall, and “the beautiful patience that
watches with unceasing wakefilness by the
bedside f the sick, and nlrses the suffering and
almost flickering life back to health™ and
strength. ~ That 15 strong love—the love which
through long and wearﬁ nl?hts of watchful-
ness wins the life from the black angel Death.

The Lord heard "—He hent over'them and
attended to them, caught every syllable that
fell from their lips, every intonation and in-
flection of their voices; and amid all the dis-
cord of that awful day in which man had
wandered from [lim, and forgotten Him, here
was music for Him,_something saUsfqu even
0. His heart—an Elect Remnant that Teared
Him, thought upon His name, and spake one
to another.

The Lord hearkened and heard, and.a Book
of Remembrance was written before Him ; for
“them that feared the Lord, and thought Upan
His name,” a Book of Remembrance, God’s
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Scroll of Honor.  The highest privilege that
could be_conferred upon “the men of that or
any age is that their names should be written
thérein.. When the disciples came hack from
thelr mission, and said, “*Master, even the
devils are subHect to us,” Christ replied, “ Re-
oice rather that your names are written In
eaven.” ¥e had not yet learned to see these
things as we shall do Some day, when all the
wrongs of earth are righted, and  we reach
consummation and finality. There is only one
Scroll of Honor, and it is never_kept on the
earth, but in the heavens; and in that Book
of Remembrance have been written the names
of those who, amidst rampant apostasy, have
been faithful: amidst the prevalence of dark-
ness have witnessed to the light; amidst the
seeming conquest of evil havé been true to
righteousness and_God. _ Those names are n-
scribed In God’s Book of Remembrance in in-
delible_ink, and that little group of souls, the
Elect Remnant, who feared Him and thought
uAJo_n His name, although _the%/ little knew"it
their names were being written in the Book of
Remembrance.

m

Take, the last point and notice the Divine
determination concerning these people. “The
shall be Mine, saith thé Lord in that day
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act.” There has been some dn‘ncultg apout
this translation. The Bevised has altered the
old form with some aPparent hesitation.  The
Hebrew word translated “make™ or “do
make " is one that is used in_the broadest pos
sible sense to indicate activity, and the refer-
ence here is undoubtedly to the day when God
will act.  Some peope are afrald  lest .the
thou?ht of God’s }Peolp being His Jewels
shotifd be lost by this renderin H but 1t I not.
If you read It as rt I In the Authorized, “ They
sh | be Mrne saith, the Lord, rn that da
when | ma e up My j Jewes you halre an rdea
conveyed toyur mind that"a day is coming
when God will gather His jewels” and mak®
them up Into one great whoe but this, whrIe
Pcf fect¥ true everth)e ess a very partial
ea. The rea ea 1S est ex ressed” thus:
“They shall be Mine, saith t,e Lord in the
day when | act—My jewels.” The word
“Jewels ™ is in the nominative case in apposi-
tion to the pronoun theK at the beginning
of the sentence, “ They shall be Ming in the
day when | act, l\/Iy specral treasure.” So that
yoU have not mereYt e assuring and bIessed
word that God will gather theSe people to-
gether, His own precrous treasure; but there
is another word, which goes deei)er and s
more full of blessed assufance still, that God
I coming “to do "—*to act,” coming In upon
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all this Indifference to set it right; and God
says, “In the day I act, these people who have
been faithful, arid have feareg My name, and
thought upon My name, shall be MY special
treastire.” You See there Is nothmgi ost. Ve
still have the sweet assurance that He will
%atber His own people as His jewels : but we
Nave also the great assertion that He Is corn-
Ing o act, that while the present is man’s day,
GOd’s day lies ahead.  He will manifest Hir-
self in greater power and %Iory than ever be-
fore. I that day they shall’ be Mine, My
Jewels, M}/ special tre_asur%._” _

Beside the places in which Isragl is spoken
of as such, this word * special treasure,” only
oceurs, fwice in the ngle. First it js used of

David’s treasures laid up for building the
temple ” (1 Chron._xxix. 3), and in the other
place It is used in Ecclesiastes i, 8: “And the
Becu_llar treasure of kings and of the provinces.”

avid stored away the precious things for the
building . of the témple; God Is stofing away
His special treasure for the construction of His
own Kingdom. Kings had treasures upon
which théy set special value; God has His
also, upon ‘which He set% special vaIuT, numan
character responsive to the Divine will, fearing
Him and thinking upon His name; and of th
men and women of such character He declares,

They shall be Mine.” Thus you have the
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anno ncement that God has not forsaken His
wor and the further declaration that when
He comes to consummate His purposes, the
faithful ones amid faithless days, shall be His
—His special treasure.
From that study of the Elect Remnant let
C9at er one or two thoughts for ourselves.
has His Elect Remnant to-ay in those
W 0 fear Him and think upon His'name. |
am not going to_attempt, by any word | say
to measure thiat Remnant, arid | rejoice that it
has never been revealed to man in‘any dispen-
sation.. It has always, been known only and
exclusrvely to the Divine heart to the Divine
love. ou_show_me a few peaple who say,
¥e are e Elect Remnant, we are the Rer-
nant,.we are the people who pronounce waords
in this particular way, or Iook rnt at artrcu-
lar direction, we are the people of Gods Elect
Remnant "—the_claim Is the Sufficient roof of
Its falseness! Rever! God’s Elect Remnant
In this age Is not marked off by any IrttIe -
man boundaryo sect or p artx Go has His
faithful souls”in the Roman Catholic Church,
Let us_not blunder about that. . 1, for one, will
not join. in all the hateful, indiscriminate out-
cry ‘against Roman Catholics.  The Romish
systend 1s one of the most awful the world has
ever seen; but in that system are men who
were born in it, and are devout i it, and are
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better than it, who form Bart of God’s Elect
Remnant. | have known stich. . Y ouwillfind
Part of tliem n the great Anglican Church of
his country; thank “God there are thousands
in_that Church who must be, by virtue of the
saintliness and tenderness and”compassion, of
their Jives, God’s Elect Remnant, You find
them in all sectigns of the Free Church, and a
great number, alas! outside the Church alto-
%ether Ha one Church can mark off the Rem-
ant of God. Men entitled to that distinction
are found gver rywhere. What are their char-
acteristics 7 Men who fear Him and who are
s0 consclous of His Kingdom that they live in
It; and of His Mastership that they Tespond
o' it. Kot the men and women who say
Lord, Lord,” but the)( who do the things that
God aP roves.  Hof the great heterogeneous
crowd at bow the head, and say * Thy King-
dom come, Thg will be done ™ : Bt the saintly
souls |n whos hfe the Kingdom 1s come, and
the will is emg done,
These are HIS Elect people, and thank God,
they are_not confined to' one_section of this
poar, broken-up, fragmentary Christendom. of
ours, but are everywhere. Yet, is 1t not im-
portant that such “should 7gather tog ether to
day In_closest fellowship? That we should
fedr His name, and th|n upon His name,
and learn to set greater value upon His name
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than upon any other ? s it not high time that
Wwe ceased t0 attempt, either by picnic in
Switzerland, or conference at homé, to arrange
an organic union? IS It not better that we
should recognize and nourish the true unity of
heart that “exists between those who tfink
upon His name, and take an_myentory, not in
the wealth, nor'in the organizations af to-day,
but in that great Eternal Name which Isa
strong tower Of righteousness ? »
If T this. connéction | make any plea, it is
this: That in this day of large falure, those
who love the Lord Jesus. Christ in smcer;t?{
and trutli—and that term_is synonymous wit
the Old Testament one, “ They that feared the
Lord "—should come together, and enjoy this
fellowship, this oneness. of heart. Take the
0ld declaration and put it In the new dispensa-
tion; “The Lord hearkened and the Lord
heard ;” that marks God’s present interest, and
His great promise made ‘concerning such is
still *They shall be Mine in that ddy when |
act.” What interests God most in this age ?
| am baold to assert that there Is nothing more
mtere_stln? to the heart of the Divine than the
“closing together " of Christian souls, not to
try to make their creeds fit in, or their organ-
izations coalesce ; but In order that there may
be. a creation of character that is to be the

shining of the Divine light amid the darkness
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of the world.  The Lord hears, and no s*|lable
whispered one to the other, that has in it the
element of permanence, does His ear ever miss
because He 15 righteousness and love: and of
the. people who Utter these words, He says,

They shall be Mine in the day when | act,
My special treasure.”

Surely 1t is such souls that salt and season
all the “earth. The little company 9athered
together when Jesus came, who Wefe they ?
The Elect Remnant; Zacharias and Elizabeth;
Joseph and Mary; Simeon and Anna; Shep-
herds on the plains, and Wise Men from afar
—larger than™ a. Jewish nat|onal|t>{, wider
afield"than the strip of land called Palestine—
God’s.Elect souls united by no bond of human
organization, held to?ethe_r b% no creed of hu-
man manufacture, but ong in that “they feared
the Lord, and thought upon His name:

And so, when dawns God’s next great day
—and some of us believe the dawning very
near—the Elect Remnant will be found, not
bound together by human organizations, not

eld bycreeds; but from the "Morth and the
South, “from the East and from the West,
from all lands and climes, from all the
churches, shall come the Church—God’s Rem-
nant, fearing Him and thinking upon His
name.












VI
THE FHSTAL WORD

“For, behold, the day cometh, that shall
burn as'an oven: and afl the Proud yea, and
all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the
day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the
Lord of Hosts, that it shall leave them nerther
root nor branch.  But unto you that fear M%/
name shall the Sun of rrghteousness arrse Wrt
healing In His wings; and ye shall go forth,
and grow up as calves of trie stall. “And ye
shaII tread down the wicked:; for they shall
be ashes under the soles of your feet’in the
dagl that | shaII do thrs saith the Lord of

Hosts. - Remember ye the law of Moses my
servant, which | commanded unto him In
Horeb for all Israel wrth the statutes and
{udgments Beho I will send ou Elijah
he prophet eore t e comr Og of th e great
and ‘dreadful of the Lor he ‘shall
turp the heart of the fathers t0 the children,
and the heart of the children to their fathers
lest | come and smite the earth with a curse
(Malachi 1v.).

‘With a curse”—so ends this rr)rophecy of
Malachi. ~ After this there Is to be no prophietic

111
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voice, no direct messa%e from God for over
four hundred years. It js of the utmost im-
portance that the word shall be one that shall
arrest attentron one prossesse of the power to
abide. What s it? The word “c urse This
IS, moreover, the Iast word of the Old Testa-
ment, and that, | believe, of Divine purpose
with solemn intention. A we look at If a
little more closely, we shall see, that behind
the fact that the' canon ends thus, lies the
tenderness of the Drvrne heart.  God’s last
message to these peoRe 15 intended to arouse
them,In order that the threatened curse may
never rest upon them. Let us proceed to cort-

sider—

21 The final word itself. L

g OIThe Gospel of love by which it is per-
meate

(3) The great announcement: “Behold, the
day cometh.”

r

The Frnal Word.—The whole history of
man to this point IS one of farlure the only
word therefore that is possible from the God
of all ﬁerfectron as reveaIrnﬁ His attrtude to-
ward this state of th rn%s IS the word “ curse.”
Read that hrstor fro the standpornt of the
Divine, and ob serve how constantly it mani-
fests the faithfulness of God, the teriderness of
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His heart, and the ever-movmg compassion. of
His nature toward all men; but side by side
with the bright and wondrous story of infinjte
pity and uritiring compassion, you have the
record of human failure, disobedience, rebe
lion, murmuring.  Every dispensation—the
G-arclen of Eden,"the Peridd of Conscience, the
Patriarchal Age, the Mosaic Economy, the
Days of the Kings, the Times of the Prophets
—ends in failuré, and when God looks upgn
the peoRIe whom he had called and created, in
order that they might be a bIQ‘ssmq to the
whole earth, He says to them: *Lest | come
and smite the earfh with a curse.” But in
that first word of the last clause shines a ray of
hope and of gladness—"Lest | come.”

ne Old Testament does not end with a
curse pronounced, but with a curse threatened,
not with a word declaring that hope Is forever
past, and that there can fie no reclemption and
no deliverance, no further word, but with a
statement intended to teach that God has not
yet pronounced this curse, and that He dogs
not desire to do so. “Lest I come and smite
the earth with a curse.”  The word with which
the prophecy and the old . dispensation end—
end, that 15,50 far as their teaching_is_con-
cerned—is the [ast.appeal of love, and is aimed
at averting calamity, by announcing it as the
natural sequence of disldyalty and sin.

@D
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The Jew alwa¥s understood this as a mes-
sage of love, and the Rabhis in the Synagogue
from then until the comln?_ of Christ, and in
the d’\ehy? of_Chnﬁt, and until this day, never
end Malachi with its last verse. THey con-
Clude with the fifth verse. Reading the last:
And He shall tnrn the heart of the fathers
to the children ; and the heart of the children
to their, fathers, lest | come and smite. the
earth with a curse; they revert to the fifth:
“Behold, | will send you Elijah, the prophet
hefore the coming of the great and dreadful
da?/ of the Lord.”’ o

n the Septuagint, the fourth verse is lifted
out of its place and put at the end, so_that the
Bible dges not end with the curse. Take the
verses five, six, and four, and read them In
sequence . “Behold, I will send ¥ou Elijah
the prophet, before the coming of the great
and dreadful day of the Lord.” And he shall
turn the heart of the fathers to the children,
and the heart of the children to their fathers,
lest | come and smite the earth with a curse.
Remember ye the law of Moses, my servant
which | commanded unto him i Horeb for all
Israel, with the statutes and judgments.” The
fact that the Rabbis read the passage in this
way, and that  the Se'otu_agmt has [ifted the
fourth verse without altering the number, and
put it at the end, reveals most unmistakably
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the way in which the Hebrew nation under-
stood tlils message.  They did not regard it as
a message of anger, but as a message of love;
not the pronouncement of a curse, but a warn-
mg against an awful calamity which might
betall“them, It is evident that they under-
stood this final message to be a gospel, not of
wrath but of love, and. there is"no room for
doubt that their exposition was a correct inter-
pretation of the meaning intended—that God,
ooking at this people n their aPostasy, fool-
hardingss, and impertinence, yet gavé them
this _last message before He Sealed the Pro-
phetic QOok—a message not of anger but of
nfinite love.

1

This final word then, being awarnmg, and
not a sentence, |5 a_Gospel of Love, and Is
closely connected with a declaration of the
possibility of escape from the threatened
curse, and a statement of the condition of
Such escape. _ L

In the promise of the coming of Elijah it is
said that “He shall turn thé heart” of the
fathers to the children, and the heart of the
children to their fathers.” That turning of
heart marks the condition upop which’the
curse may be averted.  The mission of Elijah,
as here indicated, I not social, but spiritual.
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It is not that he will come to bring about
reconciligtion In the families of the Peo le.
“The fathers ” are the patriarchs Abraham
lsaac, and Israel from whose ideais of life and
state of heart these children have o sadly
wandered, and the mission of Elijah shall be
that of turning these Wanderm? ones hack to
those ideais, and to that state of heart.
Paraphrasing the statement, getting the in-
ner thought of it, and puttmq It in other
words, we may say, Israel shall be in that
day Israel indged, ‘in spirit and inward life,
and not in the .mere_outward tokens of their
ritual and Service. The existing position, as
we have seen, was that of an altar set up, with
sacrifices laid thereon, and feasts, and fasts,
and all the externais strictly observed, which
marked them off as the peculiar people of
God, while their heart was far away; so that
of them Abraham, If he had moved into their
midst, would have said, “These are not my
children;” or Jacob, “These are surely not
the sons of the man whom God called Israel.
They had missed their way, and corrupted the
covenant; but God's purpose could not be al-
tered, and therefore If the curse threatened
Is not to become actual, then it will be be-
cause “their heart shall be turned back to the
fathers, and the heart of the fathers to the
children.” When they shall go back to His
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ErlnC|(JjO|es',n and be what He Intended the%
hould be: when the externais with whig
they have been satisfied sball be nothing In
their eyes, save tbe outward expression. of thé
Inner meanmg of the covenant of their God
witk tbem; then shall the_curse be removed,
and showers of blessing fali from opened Win-
dows. ~ That is the gospel of love. )

And how Is this t0 be__brought about ? “Be-
holcl 1 will send you E|Hah béfore the commg
of the great and dreagful day of the Lor
(verse five). Elijan, another messenger, Is to be
sent, The prophecy is not fulfilled’; the mat-
ter is still open, oné other voice is to sound
ong other message to be delivered, and that
voice. will sonnd”and that me_ssage e deliv-
ereq just as the Klng% Himself is. coming.

The fulfillment of that promise, we™all_un-
derstand, was in the coming of John the Bap-
tist: but because there are apparently contra-
dictory. verses concerning it, let us'make a
dl%ressmn to consider them. =~

ohn 1. 21: “And the?]/ asked him "—that is
John the Baptist—"What then? Art tkou
Elias? And he saith, | am not.” Matt, xvi.
10-13: “And His disciples asked Him,” that
15 Jesus, “saying, Why then say the scribes
that Elias mUst first come? Jesus answered
and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come,
and restore all things. But™ | say unto you,
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tliat Elias is come already, and theyTvnew [iim
not, but have done unto’him Avhatsoever they
listed.  Likewise_shall also tke Son of man
suffer of them.  Then the disciples understood
that He spake unto tliem of John the Baptist.
Here S an apparent contradiction, _John says,
1 am not.™ Jesus says, “He is.” The in-
rpretatron of Scripture is always within it-
It, and the solution |n this case IS to be found
|n et another gospel—Luke 1. 16, 17. The
heavenl messenger n announcrnpﬂthe comrng
of .the Baptist, Says of any of the
children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord
their God. And he shall go before Him in
the spirit and power of Elias"—mark how the
very words, and thou%hts of Malachrsproph
are taken—"to Turn the hearts of th
fa ers to the children, and the drsobedrent t0
the wisdom of the just; tp mak erea Japeo
ple prepared for the Lord.” John sai
not.” That was John's answer to the literal-
ness of the Outlook of the people of his dap
They were |n drrect suceession to those
whom Malachi spoke, living in externais,
slavishl foIIowrng the Ietter 'When John
came, te said, “Art thou really Eljas?
He replied’ “Tam not.” "It was a negative to
the [iteralness that_had grown out “of their
apostasy of heart.  But the Kin Hrmsefsard
“Elias s already come,” and they knew H
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meant John. With reference to his coming
the, angel san% *John shall come in the spirtt
and power of Elias,” and it was In this spiritual
sense that Jesus claimed John as the fulfillment
of the word, John was_ perfectl nght there-
fore when he corrected therr Titeralness by
saying he was not Elias; and the King was
true when He said he was Elias, that there
was in him a fulfillment of the last prophecy
of Malachi.  This is an interesting illustration
of the comprehension of the old dispensation
In.the new, by a Sﬁ_lrltua| Interpretation of the
things .of Gad, which renders impossible that
which is merely literal and externai.

. Between the time of Malachi and this com-
ing of one In the spirit and power of Eljas,
folir hundred years ran their course. Dur_mq
this period the' Gospel contained in these find
words was the only message to man. What
was the forceful elément thierein 7 Wherever
It was aword of power, transforming lives and
chan%!ng conduct, as In the cases of Simeon
and Anfa, and doubtless manY beside, it was
S0, by virtue of_the Rromme of the dawn of the
day of God. To those.who looked for the
time of Divine Interposition, and lived as in
hourly expectation of it, life became a new
experience, and in their character the Gospel
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of Love wrouoht miracles of transformation
and beauty first three verses of chapter
four contam the words of that gromtse Be-
hold the da cometh that snall burn as an
oven; and all the proug, yea, and all that do
wickedly, shall Do stnbble and the day that
cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of
Hosts, that it_shall leave them neither root
nor branch.  But unto you that fear My name
shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing
In His wings: and ye shall go forth, ang ?row
up as calvés of the stall. And ye shall fread
down the wicked: for they shall be ashes un-
der the souls of ¥our feet 1N the day that | act,
saith the Lor Hosts.”
This Is the great announcement, which abode
Pon the hegrt and consciousness of fhis peo-
Pefor four hundred years. Certain it Is that
hey sllgzhted it, and” most probably arqued
agalnst t, and tried to prove it was not [iteral:
but it was the forceful element in the Gospel
of Love during that whole period. When
Jesus carne, Simeon and Anna and a few wise
shepherds formlng God’s Elect Remnant, were
waiting for the day that should * burn’as an
oven ™" for the “rising of the Sun with heal-
m%mHmwms
otice particularly here that while two
things are_stated, they are in reality one:
Befold, the day cometh that shall burn as
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an gven—but unto you that fear My name
shall the Sun, of rightgousness arise with heal-
Ing in_ His wipgs.” This IS one event havin
two sides to It” It may be in the matter
time, reckoping tkings "by human methods,
that one wil| precedd the” other, but the suc-
cession Is within the unity. . The great an-
nouncement Is that of the Divine activity of
the future. God Is leaving this people with-
out a prophetic message “for four hundred
years: but His final word is, “I. am not
abandonlngf the earth; evil is not atriumphant
force; while they who perform evil appear. to
be rounshm%_to-dgy, there IS an end_coming
to all these things.”” God will act! The da
cometh which shall bun; all against whic
the plaintive Brotest of love has™een uttered
in vain, shall be destroyed and swe?t away
when that day begins, But to you that fedr
My name "—the Elect Remnant—"the Sun of
righteousness shall arise with healing in His

wings,” , _

_ A%d how will He act ? Asa fire of destruc-
tion to impurity and as a sweet balm of heal-
Ing to those that fear His name. And this
day will be ushered in, not by any gradual
Erocess, overcoming the evil of the age, but
y & sudden, abrupt transition, Ellg]a first,
with his last message, and then the Klng,

coming suddenly to His temple, the day brea
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. the “Sun rising with healing in His
wm S. How beauhfully these thm S Coa-
Iesce 5o far as the |%;rea central ac |§‘con
cernedI “Behold comet
Sun shall rise, The sam thing. Te aY
cometh ; the Sun shall rise.” " A day shall
burm as an oven.” “ The Sun shaII have heaI
Ing In His wm% " tis all One, day.
cometh.” When will 1t come? hen the
Sun rises.” “The day that s commﬁ
burn.” How will it burn.?  The Sun shall be
the scorching heat that will bum, but the Sun
will also have healing m His wings. It de-
pends. on the character of the men upon whom
His light falis whether they shall be'burned or
healed.” 1t Is the same day:

Look at |t again yet more closely. *The
dag/ cometh that shall burn as an oven.” In
fifteenth verse of the third chapter you
find these words, “And now we call the proud
happy; yea, they that work wickedness are
set” up—they that work wickedness are se‘ uR]
How notice’chapter four, verse one; e
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be
bble™ " DO your s (he change ?~ When
that day cometh the old order” of things
shall he reversed. To -(lay ou are settm Up
the wicked, calhn? them but when
God’s day breaks the proud 3 and wicked shall
be as stubble. The “set-up” things of an
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apostate age shall be stubble in the day of
0 osﬂ;ns_ﬁubble when the Sun of righteousness
IS shining.

But hogw can these ap]garently contradictory
things be the same ? _hedy can be no other
thary the same. How is day ever made but
by the com_mq of the Sun, and. to follow inter-
Pretaﬂon fingly. it is by the rising of the Sun
hat there shall be hedling. What men shall
catch daybreak first? HOt the men who are
wicked and are to be as stubble, but the
watchers on the mountains ; souls who have
been tired of the apostate age and have been
saying, “Lord, come ! come!” They first will
see the. hreak of the day, and to them its rosy
tints will bring healing, ™ andthe Sun shall rise
with_healing Tn His wings ” ; and, then, when
He is_riser” in the meridians, stronﬁ with
scorchln&] heat, all things stubble shall be
burned (p.

¥e all know the different effect the sun has
upon different things. There s a tree Plant_ed
boy the river; the Tunning Stream waters Its
roots, and the summer sunsliine fallln? upon
It, makes It spring to %reen and beauty: and
here 15 a field of stubble, and the same sun
that touches the tree b’Y the river into beauty,
burns the stubble with _its scorchlng rays.
The same thing brings In the one casg life,
and in the other barrenness and waste. God’s
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message is, “My day is coming. | shall act.”
“Behald, the day cometh which wilJ heal and
burn.” It will heal the souls that wait for Him
the wounded souls of the night. It will heal
them, why ? Because they are planted by the
rivers of ‘water, becausg all their springs are
In God, and to them God’s Sun comes with
beauty, health, and light, and “ healing in Hi
wings” : but to those on this side, the men of
stupble tha are set up to-day, that have no
srﬁ)n_ngs outside themselves, that have not found
their“roots spreading out by the river’s edge
to the eternal waters, the Sun shall be™a
scorching heat; they shall be stubble in that

day.

go the word ends, Malaghfis voice ceases.
He had described their condition, told them of
God’s infinite love; and he makes this final
announcement, that God is not abandoning
them nor the world, that the day Is coming
when the Sun will rise. He decldres to them
the different result produced upon two condi-
tions of life, and then with pathos in every
tone of his voice he utters the Divine words:
“1 will send you Elijah before that day to
turn your heart to thie fathers, and the fieart
of thé fathers to the children, lest God smite
the earth with a curse. o _
. Before considering the application of this
final message to thé age In which we live, it
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should be noted that the second part of the
Divine programrae—second in order, thoug{h
first named as most needed by the p%ople 0
whom It was . addressed, Mal. “jii. 1—nas not
yet been carried out.  The ng came and
reached “the acceﬁtable year of the Lord.”
here He closed the book.  “The day of
vengeance of our God ” still lies ahead. ~For
reasons that lie deep in. the infinite wisdom of
the Eternal He still'waits, and while we some-
times sigh for day, we rejoice by faith in His
“long-suifering,” knowing that with Him our
weary years are not, for ™ one day Is with the
Lord™ & a thousand years, and”a thousang
years as one day.” Yet surely His first ag-
vent did scatter” fire on the éarth, which Is
even now at work amid all the.upheaval and
collapse of human might and wisdom, prepar-
ing the way for the hew day of God, at the
dawn of which the burning of the first kindled
fire shall answer_the new fire revelation, and
leave. of things wicked no root nor branch.
Pqint by paint we have seen how solemn the
aﬂplgcatlon_ of this final ward of the old pro-
P etic age isto the age in which we live. Chris-
endom I Iargelg astrag to-da%/, and | hope
ou notice I Rave been Careful to differentiate
etween the Church of Christ and Christen-
dom. The Church of Jesus Christ no man
knoweth but Himself and the Father, Ho
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man can say this or that is the Church, or that
It 15 here Or there. The Church IS a sacred
entity that He alone knows, which is loyal to
Him to-day and ever has been. ~ Christendom,
the mixed multitude that calls itself pyﬁ the
name of Christ, that says to Him, “Lord,
Lord,” and yet does not the things that He
says, 1S sadle(_ astrag/; and yet the Divine love
1 "still brooding ovér all, and calling In words
of Infinite tendérness, complaining to His own
people who are for%etful of the “principies of
righteousness by which He will complete His
work In the days to come. Thank God, there
15 an Elect Remnant.  He has never left Him-
self without a witness, and, | believe, there
ever were so many hearts loyal to Christ as
nere are {0-day—men and women desiring
nat His kingdom should come to the earth;
nd realizing” that it must come in their own
ves and hearts; an Elect Remnant, fearing
he Lord, hearkening to, and honoring the
voice of the Master.” = _

How ends the word of inspiration for this
age 7 Will you turn to the fast word of the

ew Testaent? “The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with you all.” The Revised
Yersion has an important alteration in_ this
gassaqe. The gra,g:e of our Lord Jesus Christ
pe with the saints,” instead of “with you all,

With the saints.”  The last word of the Old

—_——)y) et —s

—
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Testament is “Curse " the. last word_ of the
New, accordln% to the revision, IS “ Saints.
And yet in th mner thought of these two
words there Is an identity of meaning.. The
word franslated “curse ™ In the_Old is the
word “devoted,” as In the case of Achan and
his treasure “ devoted ” to destruction.. “ Lest
| smite the earth with a curse "—that is, lest |
devote it to Judgment The last word of the
New Testament describes the people of God as

“saints,” seﬂarated set apart, devoted. The
devation in the two, cases IS as wide asunder as
the, poles, but the inner thou?ht IS identical.
It i that of the sovereignty of God. © Lest |
smite the_earth with d dévotion to destruc-
tion.” “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with those “devoted fo the will of God:”
God’s sovereignty wearied by the old to be
realized by the new—Moses and Jesus.

15 behind and over all, and He asserts Hlmself
in the cIosmrq words of both Old and New.

It is needress for me to say | believe in ver-
bal and plenary inspiration. ~ If we could only
read from the wrl Ing of the original manu-
scripts we should find every reposmon |n Its
Place and the smallest, words a|ve with in-
inite meamng That_is my stand with re-
?ard to this_book .of God, and | therefore see
remendous force in this fact concerning the
closing words of the Testaments. What is the
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last word of the ISTew? *“The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with the saints.” What
13 grace? The law revealed. The grace of
God IS that which pleases God, and in its ap-
lication to us It is the unmerited favor of
od. What is the favor which is unmerited ?
It s the love which, stooqu to our condition,
teaches us how to obey thelaw, and not onl
teaches us how, but enérgizes us for obedience.
| am so anxious that men should understand
that Iqrace does not mean that God has put
morality. on one side, or excuses anybody for
Immord It% or impurity. Grace means, we are
to be all that God intended us to be. It means
that Christ, by life and death, and resurregtion
and living power, will bring into our lives,
poar, wedk, wretched as they are, all the reg-
uisite_force that we may obey every word
that God has spoken.in His declaration of His
requirement concerning man. o
nd what Is the element of force in this new
Gospel of love? In the twelfth verse of the
same chaPter ou have the announcement,
“Behold, | come quickly, and My reward is
with Me.” Just as the old covenant ended
with the voice that told of the coming of the
Lord, so does the new. | am not going to at-
tempt to deal fully with the subject of the
coming of Jesus- Christ, Let me Simply say
that What is before us to-day—the next thing
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—is His second, advent.  What was the last
thlnﬁ_? His first coming and Pentecost.
Not m_g has happened since then! Write
your history, total up your battles fought, and
on, and 1ast, talk In"praise of statesmen and
politicians If you will—yet nothing has hap-
pened ! As God watcheés the movements of
men He counts upon the strokes of the great
clock of Eternity, and the |ast was the Dirth
of Christ and His work and Cross and Pente-
cost: and the next, “Behold I come quickly.

There Is nothing between.  Some of us beliéve
Wwe are very néar to the next. It cannot be
Ver Iong before Ahat voice sounds; but there
will be d twofold aspect of this day of God,
“The Sun rising with healing in Hig WlnﬁS ;
“A day that will burn as ai oven,"—follow-
ing oné angther, but only one event, the com-
g of Christ—first the “Sun of rlﬁhteousness
with healing In His wings, and then the day
that foliows it, a day that bums. Our eyes
are toward that event, the eyes of the warld
should also be toward that event. _Knowingly
or unknowingly, humanity waityin its suffef-
Ing, sorrow, and sin, in_its bapfism of tears
and hlood —for what?. For the King. Parties
are leaderless, and nations are all at unrest,

“Broken lies creation,
Bhaken earth’s foundation,
Anehorless each nation:

Lord, come away:"
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The Kingdom Js waiting for the King. Men
who do not realize it are_nevertheless Waltln?
for Him. What will Tiis coming mean? It
depends upon individual charactef. To those
who feay His name—the Sun of righteousness
and heahng To the proud and all who do
WICked|j Ire ! burnln? them as stubble,
That Is no pe33|m|s Ic Outlook: 1t is the
on P(] optlmlsm To hope for the conversion
e Wor by the preaching of the Word of
Go in this dlspensauon I5°t0 hope aqamst
revelation and fact. People are multiplying
by . the natural laws of ‘increase, far more
swiftly than converts are being made. Kay,
the King Is coming and that IS the final mes-

Sage.

q end with a question and | leave the
thought for answering solemnly when we are
aloné.  Revelation xxil. 16, 17:"“1 Jesus have
sent my angel to testify unto you these things
in the Churches | am the Toot and the off-
Prlng of DaV|d and t ebrl%ht and mornlng

We, If we are in the Church, wat f or

the rising of that Star. And the Spmt and
the Bride say, Come.” Can I say, * Come.” to
Christ’s anniouncement that He is coming?

“ Behold, Icome uickly ™ ; can | say “ Confe,
Lord Jesus™? There 1s 1o test concernin
holiness of In‘e and character equal to thaf. -
“I cannot say ‘Come,’” says one . “there are



The Final Word 131

ties that hold me here.” Well, the sooner the
earthly tie Is riven the hetter; and the sooner
In harmony with the S_Plrl,t We can say to Him
Come I” “the better 1t will be for us and the
earth.  Elijah came before the coming of Jesus
IonI%; ago, and the hearts of the children were
turiied™to the fathers by thousands throu%h
his preachmq, and | believe that to-day the
signs of the Times point to the nearness of the
comm% of Jesys Christ. There never was a
day when_the hunger for spirituality of work
and definite teaching concerning the Book of
God was as keen as it is to-day. ~ Everywhere
churches are crymg out for definite spiritual
life. ' What does it portend ? | believe it is
the latter rain ; and next: the Kmlg_! _
That we may not be ashamed at His coming,
let us walk with persistent and never-_ceasmg
care. The externais are of secondary import,
and will, of a natural sequence, faliinto true
P_Iace, If in the deepest recesses of our inner
|ferw? are true to Hllm. .

0 oneI?/, Rersona, solemn heart-searching
would | call the whole of God’s people to-day,
and If the thought. that rises most easily be
the qne expresséd in the olden day by the

uestion WHEREIH ? then in very déed is
the need for humbling before God miost sure.

THE END
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